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Watch  the  School  Appropriation,  Not  as  a  Tax 
but  as  an  Investment. 
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In  iU^mortam 


JOSEPH  S.  KEATING 

Principal  of  Turners  Falls  High  School 1915-1923 

Superintendent  of  Montague  Schools  1923-1937 

Died  May  1,  1942 


FRED  C.   HAIGIS 

Elected  School  Committee  Member,  March  1939 
Died  August  10,  1942 


HARRY  H.  MADDERN 

Appointed  Janitor  June  1,  1917 
Died  December  18,  1942 
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SCHOOL      COMMITTEE 


CHAIRMAN 

Albert  E.  Clark 

CLERK 

Mrs. 

William  P.  Argy 

COMMITTEE 

Term 

Name 

Residence 

Expires 

Mrs.  William  P.  Argy 

Turners  Falls 

1944 

Albert  E.  Clark 

Montague 

1944 

Bernhard  Dirks 

Montague 

1944 

Clovis  N.  B.  Fournier 

Turners  Falls 

1945 

Joseph  A.  Harlow 

Turners  Falls 

1943 

Arthur  F.  Martineau 

Montague  City 

1943 

Philip  D.  Shanahan 

Turners  Falls 

1943 

Donald  R.  Smith 

Turners  Falls 

1945 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Arthur  E.   Burke,   Turners  Falls,   Massachusetts 
Office :  Turners  Falls  High  School 

Secretary  to  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Catherine  M.  Kelley 
Telephone  529 

Office  open  from  8 :30  to  12  and  1 :15  to  5  p.  m.,  daily. 
Saturday,  9  to  12.  The  Superintendent  may  be  seen  at  his 
office,  by  appointment,  practically  any  time.    Telephone  505. 
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CALENDAR  FOR  1943 

High  School 

Open  January  4,  1943  February  vacation  to  be  announced 

Close  April  16,  1943  Vacation  1  week 

Open  April  26,  1943  Close  June  18,  1943 

Open  September  7,  1943  Close  December  22,  1943 

Elementary  Schools 

Open  January  4,  1943  February  vacation  to  be  announced 

Close  April  16,  1943  Vacation  1  week 

Open  April  26,  1943  Close  June  4,  1943 

Open  September  7,  1943  Close  December  22,  1943 

The  School  Calendar  may  be  subject  to  change  for  the 
best  interests,  of  the  present  emergency. 


No  School  Signal  in  Turners  Falls  and  Montague  City 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  school  on  account  of 
severe  weather  the  "No  School"  signal  will  be  given.  At  7  :15 
a.  m.,  two  blasts  of  the  gong  repeated  once  (2-2)  will  signify 
no  session  for  the  High  School.  The  same  signal,  sounded  at 
7  :45  a.  m.,  or  at  12  :30  p.  m.,  will  indicate  no  session  for  the 
elementary  schools.  When  there  is  no  session  for  the  elemen- 
tary schools  in  the  morning  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  there  will 
be  school  in  the  afternoon  unless  the  signal  is  sounded  again. 
The  signal  will  be  given  by  the  siren  of  the  Fire  Department. 

The  school  officials  will  also  notify  Station  WHAT  and  the 
management  of  the  station  will  extend  the  courtesy  of  an- 
nouncing the  "No  School"  signal.  Parents  and  pupils  are  ad- 
vised to  listen  in  for  this  announcement  at  7  :15  a.  m.,  and  at 
12:30  p.  m. 

No  School  Signal  in  Millers  Falls 

At  7  :45  a.  m.,  two  blasts  of  the  gong  repeated  once  (2-2) 
will  signify  no  session  for  the  Highland  School.  The  same 
signal,  sounded  at  12  noon,  will  indicate  no  session  for  the 
afternoon.  When  there  is  no  session  of  the  Highland  School  in 
the  morning  it  is  assumed  that  there  will  be  school  in  the 
afternoon  unless  the  signal  is  sounded  again.  The  signal  at 
Millers  Falls  will  be  rung  bv  the  gong  of  the  Fire  Station. 
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No  School  Signal  in  Montague  Centre 

AVhenever  the  "No  Schoor'  signal  is  announced  for  the 
Montague  Centre  School  the  principal  of  that  building  will  be 
notified.  He  will  communicate  with  the  drivers  of  the  school 
busses  who  will  use  every  means  possible  to  get  this  informa- 
tion to  the  pupils.  It  is  suggested  that  the  pupils  of  this  pre- 
cinct listen  in  for  the  radio  announcement  from  Station  WHAI. 


LIST  OF  TEACHERS 


Turners  Falls 
Name  of  Teacher  Position 

George  F.  Wrightson         Principal 


Earl  E.  Lorden        History,  Coach, 
Baseball,  Football 


Paul  E.  Shumwav 


Science 


Joseph  J.   Sheff  Science, 

Physical   Ed.,   Coach, 

Basketball,   Track 

Charles  II.  Galvin  Science, 

Physical  Ed. 

Welcome  Ayer  English 


Alice  Teed 


English 


Helen  McGillicuddy  English 

Evelyn  C.  Lindsay       Mathematics 

Olaf  Hoflf,  Jr.  Math.,  Science 

Military   Substitute 
Florence  C.  Porter  French 


Louise  Clark 
Olive  L.  Little 


Latin, 

English 

Commercial 


Anna  L.  Shea  Commercial 

Philip  N.  Smyrnios         Commercial 


High  School 
Where  Educated        Began  Service 

Holy  Cross  College,  1929 

Columbia,    *Clark    Univ.    (4); 
*Harvard   University 

Univ.  of  New  Hampshire       1922 
*Springfield   College    (2); 
*Boston  Univ.,  *Univ.  of  N.  H.(3) 

Mass.   State   College  1927 

*M.  L  T.    (2);   *M.  S.  C.   (2) 

Mass.   State   College  1933 

*Harvard  University 


Norwich   University 


1931 


1920 


Smith  College 
*Harvard,   *Univ.   of  London, 
*Breadloaf 

Emerson  Col.,  *Harvard  1929 

*Boston  Univ.,  *Univ.  of  N.  H.  (4) 

Conn.  College  for  Women       1932 

Bates  College,  1928 

Columbia   University 

Cornell  University  1942 

Middlebury   College  1934 

*Penn   State,   *Middlebury    (4) 
*Univ.  Poitiers,  France 
University  of  Vermont  1933 

*University  of  Maine 
Bay  Path  Institute  1926 

*Simmons    (2),   *Harvard, 
*Vermont  Univ.,  *Univ.  of 
Michi.gan,  *Conn.  State  College 
New  York  University  1930 

Salem  State  Teachers  Col.       1942 


*Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)   Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  the  same  school. 
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Name  of  Teacher 
Alice  H.  Eeum 


Waldo  J.  Perkins 


Position        Where  Educated        Began  Service 


Household  Arts 


Manual 

Training 

Nellie  P.  FitzGerald  English, 

Social   Science 

Celina   M.   Paulin 

Secretary  to  Principal 


Framingham  Teach.  Col.         1937 
*Mass.  State  College, 
*Fitchburg   Teachers   College 

Keene  Normal  School  1934 


Westfield  Teach.   Col. 
'Mass.   State   College 


1897 


1941 


The  Grammar  School 


Eose  E.  Shanahan 

Principal 
Grade  7 

Anna  E.  Daley 

Grade  7 

Blondena  J.  Argy 

Grade  8 

Mrs.  Ellen  A.  Treml 

Grade  8 

Frances  A.  Norton 

Special 
Class 

Ellen  F.  Sullivan 

Grade  5 

Agnes  Hanifin 

Grade  5 

Irene  E.  Hanifin 

Grade  6 

Eita  E.  Conway 

Grade  6 

New  Eightl 

M.  Frances  Murphy 

Principal 
Grade  4 

Lucille  Grogan 

Grade  4 

Margaret  E.  Shea 

Grade  3 

Fitchburg   Teach.   Col.  1917 
^Columbia   University 

Fitchburg  Teach.  Col.  1911 
*Harvard,    *Clark   University, 
*Hyannis    (4) 

Fitchburg  Teach.  Col.  1921 
*Hyannis,  Fitchburg    (2),. 
*Boston    University 

Westfield  Teach.   Col.  1904 

Bridgewater  Teach.  Col.  1936 
*Hyannis    Teachers    College 
*University  of  Maine 

Westfield  Teach.  Col.  1896 

Fitchburg  Teach.  Col.  1936 

*Hyannis,  *Mass.  State  Col.  (2) 

Fitchburg  Teach.  Col.  1933 
*Hyannis,  *Mass.  State  Col.   (2) 

North  Adams  Teach  Col.  1939 


Westfield  Teach.   Col.  1895 

*Fitchburg   Teach.   College 

Bridgewater  Teach.  Col.  1932 

*Hyannis,  *Fitchburg  T.  Col., 
*Univ.  of  New  Hampshire 

Fitchburg  Teach.  Col.  1910 


Grace  G.  Bitzer 

Mrs.  Marjorie  O'Connell 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Leary 

Catherine  H.  Leary 


*Boston  University 
Central  Street  School 

Principal  North  Adams  Teach.  Col. 

Grade  1         *Hyannis  Teach.  College   (2) 
Grade  1  Framingham  Teach.  Col. 

Grade  2  Westfield  Teach.   Col. 

*Mass.  State  College 
Grade  2  Westfield  Teach.  Col. 

*Columbia  Univ.,   *Fitchburg 
Teachers  College 


1927 


1935 

1897 


1914 


*Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)   Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  the  same  school. 


SCHOOL   REPORT 


South  End  School 


Name  of  Teacher 

Mrs.  Josephine  Foster 

Doris  Bourdeau 
Mary  A.  Miner 


Elizabeth  E.  Eamage 

Helen  E.   Strehle 
Katherine  I.   O'Brien 

Margaret   Crean 


Position 

Principal 

Grades  5-6 

Grades  3-4 

Grades  1-2 


Where  Educated        Began  Service 

Westfield  Teach.  Col.  1902 


North  Adams  Teach.  Col. 
Castleton  Normal 


Montague  City  School 

Principal  Fitchburg  Teach.   Col. 

Grades  1-2         *Mass.  State  College 
Grades  3-4  North  Adams  Teach  Col. 

Grades  5-6  North  Adams  Teach.  Col. 

^Cornell   University- 
Grades  7-8  Mass.   State   College 

*Univ.   of  New  Hampshire 


1937 
1923 


1917 

1937 
1928 

1937 


Highland  School,  Millers  Falls 


Mrs.  Martha  M.  Stebbins         Prin. 
Grades  7-8 


Agnes  K.  Griffin 


Beatrice  Alber 


Mollie  Stratton 


Grades  5-6 


Grades  3-4 


Grades  1-2 


Dansville  Normal  1915 

*Hyannis    Teachers    College, 
^Northampton  Inst.  Pedagogy 

Westfield  Teach.  Col.  1926 

*Hyannis,   *Fitchburg   T.   Col. 

North  Adams  Teach.  Col.       1928 
*Fitchburg   Teach.   College 

North  Adams  Teach.   Col.       1942 


Montague  Centre  School 


Anna  Sojka  Acting  Principal 

Grade  1 

Marjorie  E.  Studer  Grades  2-3 

Anna  T.  Dunleavy  Grades  3-4 

Mrs.  Anna  H.  Wright  Grade  5 

Jean  M.  Archibald  Grade  6 

Mrs.  Jessie  L.  Wheeler       Grade  7 


Frederick  B.  Oakes 
Marian   E.   Cowan 


Grade  8 
Special 

Class 


Fitchburg  Teach.  Col.  1930 

■'•Hyannis    (3),    *Fitchburg 

Teachers  College  (4) 

Lesley  Nor.,  ^Boston  Univ.     1933 
*Hyannis    Teachers    Col.    (3) 

Fitchburg  Teach.   Col.  1935 

*Fitehburg   Teach.   Col.    (4) 

Bridgewater  Teach.   Col.  1915 

*Fitcliburg  Teachers   College 

Mass.   State   College  1942 

Westfield  Teach.  Col.  1915 

*North  Adams,   *Fitchburg 

Teachers  College 

Tufts  College  1943 

Johnson  Normal  School  1930 

*North  Adams,  *Hyanni8, 
^Syracuse,    *Johnson, 
*Univ.  Vermont,  *Univ.  Maine  (4) 


*Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)  Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  the  same  school. 
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Name  of  Teacher 
Lydia  M.  DesOrmeaux 

Charles  M.  Bickford 
Florence  E.  Argy 


Mrs.  Helen  C.  Eeidy 


Siisaii   Maccabe,  E.  N. 


Supervisors 
Position        Where  Educated        Began  Service 

Art  Lowell  Teachers  College  1923 

*Mass.   School  of  Art, 
*New  York  University  (2) 
Music  Severn  School  of  Music  1931 

*Inst.  of  Normal  Methods  (3) 
Music  Private  Training  (Smith         1931 

College   Instructors), 
*Columbia    Univ.,    *Eastman 

School  of  Music   (4), 
*Eochester  University 
Physical  Sargent  School  of  1941 

Director  Physical  Ed.,  *Harvard  Univ. 


School  Nurse 


Farren  Mem.  Hospital 
*Simmons   College 


1924 


School  Phjrsician 


Dr.   Kenneth   W.  B.  Jacobus 
Dr.  Warren  D.  Thomas 
Dr.   M.  B.   Molotchick 


Turners   Falls 
Montague 
Millers  Falls 


Janitors 

Louis  Puhala,   Turners  Falls  High  School. 

William   Arehambault,  Assistant,  Turners  Falls  High   School. 

Edward  P.   Shanahan,  The   Grammar  School. 

Harry  Escott,   New  Eighth   Street  and   Central   Street   Schools. 

Edgar  J.  Mullins,  repairman,  janitor  of  South  End  School. 

Frank  Gewehr,  Montague  City  School. 

J.  Henry  Leonard,   Millers  Falls   School. 

Henry   Tillson,   Montague   Centre   School. 

Attendance  OflGLcer 

Walter  P.   Casey,  Turners  Falls. 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)   Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  the  same  school. 
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REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Montague,  Massachusetts 
January  25,  1943 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Montague : 

The  School  Committee  presents  herewith  its  annual  re- 
port on  the  administration  of  the  Public  Schools  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1942.  The  reports  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  High  School  Principal,  and  supervisors  explain  in 
detail  the  achievements  and  progress  made  in  the  educational 
field  during  the  past  year.  AVe  urge  that  these  reports  be  care- 
fully read. 

During  the  past  year  eight  regular  meetings  and  one 
special  meeting  of  the  School  Committee  were  held.  The  School 
Committee  was  confronted  with  the  usual  problems  of  admin- 
istration and  finance  and  several  new  problems  due  to  the  fact 
that  our  nation  was  at  war.  Our  teachers  were  occupied  with 
many  duties  beyond  those  of  their  regular  classroom  respon- 
sibilities such  as  classes  in  Air  Raid  Precaution,  First  Aid, 
Nutrition,  and  programs  involving  their  leadership  in  matters 
pertaining  to  War  Savings  Stamps  and  Salvage  Programs, 
Selective  Service  Registrations,  Rationing  Registration  for  War 
Ration  Book  1,  for  gasoline,  fuel  oil,  etc.  These  registrations 
have  required  many  hours  of  the  teachers'  time  and,  perhaps, 
have  made  it  necessary  to  curtail  somewhat  the  regular  course 
of  study. 

Alterations  were  made  at  the  cafeteria  of  the  Montague 
Centre  School  in  order  to  conform  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Safety.  One  of  our  most  important 
problems  was  the  conversion  of  the  heating  units  at  the  Turn- 
ers Falls  High  School  from  oil  burners  to  units  that  could  burn 
anthracite  coal.  During  March  1942  it  was  recommended  that 
the  committee  inquire  into  the  cost  of  conversion  because  of 
the  serious  threat  to  the  oil  supply  during  the  present  state  of 
war.  The  committee  immediately  took  steps  to  study  the  situ- 
ation and  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  was  instructed  to 
purchase  the  equipment  and  to  prepare  the  boilers  for  coal 
consumption. 

Since  September  1942  the  Turners  Falls  High  School  has 
operated  with  anthracite  coal  as  its  basic  source  of  heat.  One 
oil  burner  has  been  retained  with  its  original  equipment  and 
we  have  been  fortunate  thus  far  to  secure  a  supply  of  fuel  oil 
so  that  this  burner  has  been  used  as  a  supplementar}^  source  of 
heat.  However,  we  have  the  grates  and  accessories  necessary 
for  immediate  conversion  if  our  fuel  oil  supply  should  be  af- 
fected bv  more  drastic  curtailment. 
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The  expense  involved  in  the  conversion  from  oil  to  coal 
and  expenditures  contingent  with  the  alterations  at  the  Monta- 
gue Centre  School  were  not  included  in  the  preparation  and 
estimate  of  our  1942  budget.  Therefore,  it  was  necessary  to 
request  an  additional  sum  from  the  Finance  Committee  to 
balance  the  expense  item  of  the  budget.  Eight  hundred  fifty 
dollars  was  transferred  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  expense 
item  of  the  School  Department's  budget.  This  amount  together 
Avith  measures  of  economy  in  other  items  enabled  your  com- 
mittee to  meet  the  expenses  and  to  save  the  town  the  incon- 
venience of  holding  a  special  Town  meeting. 

The  town  appropriated  the  following  amounts  for  the 
support  of  the  schools  during  1942 : 

Salaries     $131,740.00 

Expenses      41,530.00 


$173,270.00 

By  virtue  of  the  School  Department  the  Town  of  Montague 
has  received  the  following  amounts  in  the  form  of  reimburse- 
ments : 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 
General  School  Fund — 

Teachers'   Salaries   $12,400.00 

Americanization  Classes  447.50 

Tuition  of  State  Wards  1,966.62 

Town  of  Erving — 

High  School  Tuition  3,225.72 

Lip  Reading  Class 12.00 

Town  of  Gill- 
High   School   Tuition    3,771.60 

Americanization   Class    25.00 

Rental   Fees — Cafeteria    7.50 

Supplies  sold,  telephone  tolls,  etc 13.50 


Total   Receipts    $21,869.44 

Unexpended  Appro. — returned  to  Town   $34.37 


Total    Credits    $21,903.81 


Net  Cost  of  the  schools  to  the  Town  $151,366.19 

The  enrolment  in  our  elementary  schools  and  in  our  high 
school  has  shrunk  somewhat  in  accordance  with  what  we  have 
expected  from  a  study  of  the  birth  rates  in  the  Town  of 
Montague.  Your  committee  used  retrenchment  policies  in  re- 
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spect  to  the  employment  of  teachers.  Consolidation  of  classes 
has  been  effected  in  schools  when  retirements  and  resignations 
have  permitted  the  administration  to  combine  classes  and 
thereby  to  decrease  the  per  capita  cost. 

One  of  the  effects  of  the  war  is  the  shortage  of  teachers. 
Our  Superintendent  reports  that  it  has  been  difficult  to  fill 
vacancies  because  of  the  fact  that  men  have  been  drawn  into 
the  armed  services,  into  industries,  and  positions  related  to 
national  defense.  Women  teachers  have  also  left  their  profes- 
sions to  accept  better  paying  positions  in  the  war  work.  Appli- 
cants for  teaching  positions  refuse  to  consider  educational 
positions  now  because  they  are  receiving  salaries  far  in  excess 
of  what  they  might  expect  in  the  teaching  profession.  Many 
teachers  who  would  have  accepted  school  positions  for  the 
consideration  of  $1,300  or  $1,400  only  a  year  ago  are  now 
earning  approximately  $2,000  in  defense  work. 

In  spite  of  the  teacher  shortage  the  administration  has 
tried  to  maintain  the  same  high  degree  of  efficiency  among  its 
teachers  because  good  teaching  is  more  important  in  time  of 
war  than  at  any  other  time.  With  our  country  at  war,  sacrifices 
and  adjustments  must  be  made  in  all  aspects  of  life.  We  are 
confident  that  the  American  people  will  not  sacrifice  their 
educational  attainments  but  will  realize  that  the  way  out  of 
this  present  confusion  may  be  in  more  and  better  education. 
Our  way  to  recuperate  from  the  war  will  lie  in  education.  It  is 
true  that  the  war  has  disclosed  some  shortcomings  of  the 
American  educational  system  but  all  national  crises  in  the  past 
have  disclosed  some  weaknesses.  Some  of  our  education  was, 
perhaps,  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  country  at  war  but 
who  among  us  was  preparing  to  send  our  product  out  into  a 
world  of  war?  It  is  hoped  that  the  people  of  Montague  will 
maintain  their  robust  faith  in  their  educational  system  and 
that  they  will  continue  that  same  support  so  conspicuously  ex- 
hibited many  times  in  the  past. 

The  members  of  the  School  Committee  have  worked  to- 
gether in  harmony  and  have  sacrificed  time  and  effort  for  the 
good  of  the  public  schools.  The  members  appreciate  the  co- 
operation and  sincere  efforts  of  the  entire  personnel  of  the 
School  Department  Avho  have  contributed  to  the  successful 
administration  and  conduct  of  the  Montague  Public  Schools. 
It  has  been  a  pleasure  for  every  member  of  the  Montague 
School  Committee  to  have  been  of  service  to  the  Town  of 
Montague. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  E.  CLARK, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

January  21,  1943 
To  the  School  Committee  of  Montague : 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

I  present  herewith  my  sixth  annual  report  as  Superinten- 
dent of  Schools  of  the  Town  of  Montague.  This  is  the  forty- 
fifth  in  the  series  of  annual  reports  presented  by  officials  of 
the  School  Department  of  Montague. 

During  the  year  for  which  this  report  serves  as  a  summary 
our  national  program  has  emerged  from  that  of  defense  prep- 
aration to  one  of  actual  conduct  of  war.  Certain  changes  were 
necessary  to  adjust  the  school  program  to  the  requirements  of 
economy  and  to  the  psychology  of  war.  Physical  fitness,  High 
School  Victory  Corps,  Pre-induction  Courses,  Salvage  Pro- 
gram, have  been  a  few  of  the  topics  emphasized  in  the  educa- 
tion for  victory  program.  Our  schools  have  approached  grad- 
ually this  transfer  from  times  of  peace  to  those  of  war.  They 
have  directed  their  efforts  to  the  accomplishment  of  war-time 
objectives  but  without  sacrifice  of  normal  educational  func- 
tions. 

In  war  and  in  peace  we  must  consider  the  end  of  educa- 
tion. While  these  are  variously  expressed,  the  foremost  respon- 
sibility of  our  schools  should  be  the  development  of  a  clear 
understanding  of  those  things  for  which  we  are  fighting.  We 
may  call  those  things  our  American  .ideals.  The  function  of  the 
school  is  to  develop  a  clear  concept  of  these  ideals  and  to  in- 
spire our  pupils  with  a  devotion  to  these  ideals  and  a  capacity 
to  live  effectively  and  happily  under  American  traditions  and 
customs.  It  is  true  that  some  may  labor  under  the  delusion 
that  education  can  be  curtailed  and  eliminated  and  accelerated 
without  impairing  the  development  of  good  citizenship.  Some- 
how or  other  it  is  felt  that  boys  and  girls  will  automatically 
capture  the  spirit  of  America  and  become  capable  citizens  re- 
gardless of  their  training  and  environment  but  we  must  re- 
member that  about  the  only  citizenship  training  that  boys  and 
girls  receive  is  during  the  years  of  their  formal  education  in 
the  public  schools.  This  concept  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
education  should  not  be  sold  short  during  war-times  but  that, 
perhaps,  the  work  of  the  schools  must  be  supported  even  more 
liberally  during  times  of  national  emergency  than  during  times 
of  peace.  If  the  war  should  be  prolonged  for  several  years  our 
schools  will  undoubtedly  undergo  many  more  changes  that  will 
be  in  conformity  with  requirements  necessary  to  bring  this 
conflict  to  a  victorious  termination. 
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It  is  impossible  to  conduct  our  schools  now  as  in  normal 
times  and  it  is  difficult  to  shield  our  pupils  from  the  realities, 
horrors  and  sacrifices  of  the  present  conflict.  Pupils  are  af- 
fected by  world  conditions.  War  has  become  a  reality  to  them. 
Their  mothers  are  occupied  in  industry;  their  brothers  have 
entered  the  armed  services  and  their  fathers  are  busily  en- 
gaged in  defense  plants.  Children  read  and  listen  to  the  story 
of  the  war  and,  perhaps,  they  have  a  sense  of  insecurity.  I 
believe  that  the  public  schools  should  do  all  that  is  within  their 
capacity  to  safeguard  the  morale  and  the  health  of  their  pupils 
because  there  is  no  defense  work  more  important  than  the  pro- 
tection and  welfare  of  these  pupils  who  will  be  our  main  line 
of  defense  of  the  next  generation. 

The  changes  and  innovations  made  in  our  school  system 
do  not  seem  to  conflict  with  the  normal  activities  of  our  schools 
or  to  conflict  with  the  demands  of  our  nation  under  the  im- 
pact of  war.  The  analysis  and  summary  of  our  schools  during 
a  year  of  war-time  conditions  will  be  found  in  subsequent 
pages  of  this  report. 

ENROLMENT 

The  enrolment  of  the  public  schools  on  October  1,  1942 
was  1,365  pupils  as  compared  with  1,436  pupils  on  the  corre- 
sponding date  of  the  previous  year.  The  trend  of  school  enrol- 
ment has  continued  downward  in  both  the  elementary  and  high 
schools.  This  decreased  enrolment  was  anticipated  because  of 
a  decline  in  the  number  of  births  in  previous  years.  The  en- 
rolment of  the  Turners  Falls  High  School  has  been  affected 
somewhat  by  economic  conditions.  Some  boys  and  girls  have 
left  school  for  employment  in  industry.  There  are  more  oppor- 
tunities for  employment  today  and  perhaps  many  of  these  boys 
and  girls  who  would  remain  in  school  because  of  lack  of  in- 
dustrial opportunities  are  now  better  occupied  in  some  gainful 
occupation.  At  the  present  time  the  high  school  enrolment  is 
486  pupils  as  compared  Avith  509  pupils  on  January  1,  1942. 

Com.parative  Enrolment  of  Public  Schools  of  Montague 
1941  - 1942 
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Oct.  1941  
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1,427 

Oct.  1942  

509 
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1,365 
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GRADE  DISTRIBUTION 

The  grade  distribution  of  the  public  school  enrolment  on 
October  1,  1942,  together  with  a  comparison  of  the  distribution 
as  of  October  1,  1941,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 

Oct.  1, 1942  Oct.  1, 1941 

Grade  1    109  115 

2    106  109 

3    105  103 

4    102  108 

5    110  105 

6    91  120 

7    113  96 

8    93  121 

9    146  164 

10    144  134 

11    109  123 

12    108  105 

P.  G 2 

Special    27  33 

Total  1,365  1,436 

ATTENDANCE 


In  June  1942  the  School  Department  awarded  certificates 
of  perfect  attendance  to  225  pupils  who  had  records  of  perfect 
attendance  from  September  1941  to  June  1942.  These  awards 
were  distributed  as  follows : 

No.  of  Certificates 

High  School  126 

Grammar  School  45 

New  8th  Street  School  8 

Central  Street  School  5 

South  End  School  11 

Montague  City  5 

Millers  Falls   14 

Montague      11 


225 


The  figures  show  that  16.5%  of  the  total  school  population 
attended  classes  every  day  that  school  was  in  session  during 
the  school  year  1941-42.  We  believe  that  this  record  is  worthy 
of  special  commendation  and  that  it  reflects  the  interest  of 
the  parents  and  pupils  in  the  matter  of  education. 
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The  annual  report  of  Mr.  Walter  Casey,  School  Attendance 
Officer,  records  127  instances  when  he  responded  to  requests 
of  teachers  to  investigate  doubtful  cases  of  absences  from  our 
public  schools.  Many  of  these  instances  were  duplicated  efforts 
when  the  attendance  officer  was  required  to  make  several 
visits  to  the  homes  before  securing  a  complete  and  satisfactory 
explanation.  It  would  seem  that  the  matter  of  truancy  in  our 
schools  is  one  of  very  minor  importance  because  there  were 
actually  only  six  instances  of  truancy  during  the  school  year 
ending  June  1942.  The  truancy  problem  has  been  reduced  to 
a  minimum  through  the  excellent  spirit  of  cooperation  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Casey  and  the  teachers  and  parents.  The  following 
is  a  report  of  the  Attendance  officer  with  a  recapitulation  of 
his  report  for  the  year. 

Report  of  Attendance  Officer 

Number  of  cases  of  absence  investigated  127 

Number  of  cases  of  truancy  6 

Number  of  cases  excused  : 

because  of  illness  45 

because  of  parental  consent  41 

because  of  transfer  to  other  school 

systems     14 

because  of  other  good  reasons  21 

Employment  Certificates 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  employment  certificates 
issued  during  the  year  1942  together  with  a  comparison  of 
those  issued  in  1941 : 

1942  1941 

Minors— 14-16     15  8 

Minors— 18-21     412  461 

Total   Issued- 427  469 

Duplications      87  78 

Number    of    different    minors    re- 
ceiving certificates  340  391 

Although  427  dift'erent  emploj^ment  certificates  were  is- 
sued, it  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  427  different  boys  and 
girls  were  given  permits  for  employment  during  the  year. 
Eighty-seven  of  these  certificates  were  duplications.  In  other 
words,  some  of  our  boys  and  girls  received  two  or  probably 
three  certificates  during  the  year  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  employed  at  one  or  more  occupations  during  the  year. 
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The  year  1941  seems  to  have  been  the  year  when  the  greatest 
number  of  employment  certificates  were  issued.  Statistics  on 
file  in  the  office  show  that  after  the  last  World  War,  362  cer- 
tificates were  issued  from  the  Office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  during  the  year  1923. 

In  regard  to  the  employment  of  minors  it  might  be  stated 
that  there  are  indications  that  legislation  will  probably  be  en- 
acted to  relieve  some  of  the  restrictions  controlling  the  employ- 
ment of  minors.  The  services  of  young  people  under  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  might  be  profitably  used  during  times  of  national 
emergency.  It  has  been  our  policy,  however,  to  encourage  our 
boys  and  girls  to  remain  in  school  for  the  completion  of  their 
high  school  program.  It  is  our  belief  that  an  investment  in  a 
high  school  education  may  prove  to  be  more  profitable  than 
the  uncertainties  of  the  apparently  good  business  conditions 
at  present. 

Employment  of  Mothers  in  Industry 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  a  recent  survey 
conducted  in  our  schools  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
exact  situation  ,in  regard  to  working  mothers : 

Pupils  Attending  No.  of  Mothers       No.  of  Children 

Employed  Affected 

High  School    107  122 

Grammar   School    43  91 

New  8th  Street  School  10  23 

Central  Street  School  10  21 

South  End  School  14  31 

Montague  City  School  17  38 

Montague  Centre  School  14  32 

Millers  Falls  School  12  24 


227  382 

The  mothers  of  28%  of  our  total  school  enrolment  are 
working  while  the  children  are  attending  school  sessions.  The 
mothers  of  25%  of  our  high  school  pupils  are  employed  and 
approximately  30%  of  the  mothers  of  elementary  school  pupils. 
The  problem  is  not  as  serious  as  the  above  table  would  in- 
dicate because  investigation  and  study  have  revealed  that  in 
many  cases  parents  have  made  provisions  for  the  proper 
supervision  of  their  children  while  the  parents  are  engaged  in 
industry. 

Rinehart  System  of  Handwriting 

In  September  1942  the  School  Committee  authorized  the 
adoption  of  the  Rinehart  Functional  Handwriting  System  to 
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supplant  the  Palmer  Method  of  Penmanship  which  had  been 
taught  in  our  schools  for  a  number  of  years.  The  Rinehart 
system  teaches  a  natural  style  of  writing  movement  and  is  not 
in  sympathy  with  a  system  which  insists  that  all  letters  must 
be  made  with  arm  movement  at  all  times.  The  functional  sys- 
tem maintains  that  the  movement  should  be  modified  to  meet 
the  demands  peculiar  to  different  writing  situations.  Pupils  are 
taught  to  write  well  regardless  of  the  place  or  the  position,  in 
addition  to  the  formal  method  at  a  desk  where  conditions 
might  be  ideal.  A  sample  of  each  student's  handwriting  is  ex- 
amined monthly  by  the  supervisor  in  charge.  The  sample  con- 
sists of  the  unit  studied  during  the  month.  Specimens  are  also 
taken  from  other  subjects  than  handwriting,  such  as  geogra- 
phy, history  and  English  composition,  and  diagnostic  reports 
are  sent  to  the  teachers  each  month  indicating  the  items  which 
needs  remedial  instruction. 

The  teachers  believe  that  some  measure  of  improvement 
has  been  made  during  the  four  months  of  instruction.  Both 
teachers  and  pupils  are  "handwriting  conscious"  and  the  bene- 
fits of  supervised  instruction  may  be  seen  in  better  penmanship 
in  all  written  work. 

Professional  Improvement 

The  following  is  a  list  of  teachers  who  took  courses  for 
professional  improvement  during  the  past  year : 

Anna  Sojka  Anna  T.  Dunleavy 

Marian  E.  Cowan  Mrs.  Jessie  L.  Wheeler 

Katherine  M.  Daly 

Changes  in  Personnel 
Resignations : 

Mrs.  Esther  E.  Sauer,  Principal  of  Central  Street  School. 
Helen  D.  Phelps,  Teacher  at  Montague  Centre  School. 
Katherine  M.  Daly,  Grade  6,  Montague  Centre  School. 
Claire  E.  Dillon,  Primary  Teacher,  Highland  School, 

Millers  Falls. 
Marion  G.  Packard,  High  School  Commercial  Teacher. 
Mrs.  Frances  Foley,  Teacher  of  Americanization  Classes. 
George  Villeneuve,  Assistant  Janitor,  High  School. 

Military  Leave  of  Absence: 

Joseph  E.  Grogan,  Jr.,  to  enlist  in  U.  S.  Naval  Reserve. 
George  R.  Richason,  Jr.,  to  enlist  in  U.  S.  Naval  Reserve. 
Bernard  J.  Foley,  to  enlist  in  IT.  S.  Naval  Reserve. 
Richard  K.  Stuart,  inducted  into  U.  S.  Army. 
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Abolition  of  Unnecessary  Position: 

Carl  A.  Walz,  Teacher  of  German  in  High  School. 

Death : 

Harr}'    H.    Maddern,    Custodian   at    Turners    Falls    High 
School. 

Transfer : 

Miss  Catherine  H.  Leary  from  Grade  3,  New  8th  Street 
School,  to  Grade  2,  Central  Street  School. 

Appointments : 

Grace  G.  Bitzer,  Principal  of  Central  Street  School. 

Katherine  Daly,  Grade  6,   Montague  Centre   School    (re- 
signed). 

Jean  Archibald,  Grade  6,  Montague  Centre  School. 

Olaf  Hoff,   Jr.,   military   substitute.   Turners   Falls   High 
School. 

Philip  N.  Smyrnios,  Commercial  Teacher  in  High  School. 

Anna  Sojka,  Acting  Principal,  Montague  Centre  School. 
•   Dr.  Warren  Thomas,  School  Physician,  Montague  Centre. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Molotchick,  School  Physician,  Millers  Falls. 

William   Archambault,   Assistant   Janitor,    Turners   Falls 
High  School. 

Resolutions 

During  the  past  year  the  School  Committee  adopted  the 
following  sets  of  resolutions : 
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in  Mtxntivmm 


JOSEPH  S.  KEATING 

Served  the  Montague  Public  Schools 

Turners  Falls  High  School  Principal  1915-1923 

Superintendent  of  Schools  1923-1937 

Died  May  1,  1942 


WHEREAS,  Mr.  Joseph  S.  Keating,  Superintendent  of  the 
Arlington  Schools,  has  been  called  from  his  earthly  duties  by 
an  untimely  death,  and 

WHEREAS,  Mr.  Keating  served  with  distinction  in  the  Public 
Schools  of  the  Town  of  Montague  from  September  1915  until 
June  1937,  and 

WHEREAS  his  death  caused  a  deep  sense  of  loss  and  bereave- 
ment in  this  community  as  well  as  in  the  one  in  which  he 
served  and 

WHEREAS  his  sudden  death  deprived  the  cause  of  Education 
of  any  further  exemplification  of  his  excellent  character, 
therefore 

BE  IT  HEREBY  RESOLVED :  That  we  express  our  profound 
sorrow  at  his  death : 

That  we  express  our  appreciation  of  his  sympathetic  un- 
derstanding which  endeared  him  to  his  colleagues  and  his 
pupils : 

That  we  express  our  regard  for  his  professional  spirit  and 
his  readiness  to  make  community  contributions : 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  Montague  School  Com- 
mittee make  public  this  expression  and  devote  a  page  of  its 
school  records  in  memory  of  Mr.  Keating  and  send  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  with  our  condolences  to  his  immediate  family. 
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in  MexnBvmtn 


FREDC.  HAIGIS 

Elected  School  Committee  Member,  March  1939 

Died  August  10,  1942 

KESOLUTIONS 

AVHEREAS,  Mr.  Fred  C.  Haigis,  faithful  member  of  the  Mon- 
tague School  Committee,  and  devoted  citizen  of  this  town,  has 
been  removed  from  our  midst  by  a  sudden  death,  and 

WHEREAS,  this  has  caused  a  deep  sense  of  loss  to  the  entire 
community,  and 

WHEREAS,  Mr.  Haigis  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
the  education  of  the  youth  of  this  community,  and 

AVHEREAS,  he  has  always  served  his  town  loyally,  faithfully, 
efficiently  and  intelligently, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the  members  of  the  School  Committee 
express  their  sincere  regret  at  his  sudden  passing,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  these  resolutions  be  re- 
corded in  the  School  Committee  records  and  a  copy  of  them  be 
presented  to  his  immediate  relatives. 
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in  M^nxBvmnt 


HARRY  H.  MADDERN 

Appointed  June  1,  1917  —  Died  December  18,  1942 

WHEREAS,  Harry  Maddern,  faithful  janitor  of  the  Turners 
Falls  High  School  for  the  past  twenty-five  years,  has  been  re- 
moved from  our  midst  by  sudden  death,  and 

WHEREAS  this  sudden  death  caused  a  deep  sense  of  loss  and 
bereavement  to  the  entire  community 

BE  IT  HEREBY  RESOLVED  that  we  express  our  profound 
sorrow  at  his  sudden  passing : 

That  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  paternal  spirit  and 
sympathy  which  endeared  him  to  his  colleagues  and  pupils : 

That  we  give  recognition  of  his  long  and  untiring  services : 
and  that  we  express  our  regrets  at  the  loss  of  such  an  able, 
sincere  and  conscientious  servant  of  the  Town  of  Montague. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  School  Committee 
make  public  this  expression  of  appreciation,  devote  a  page  of 
its  records  in  memory  of  Mr.  Maddern  and  send  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  his  immediate  family. 
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RESOLUTION  ON  RETIREMENT 

MRS.  ESTHER  E.  SAUER 

WHEREAS,  Mrs.  Esther  E.  Sauer,  Principal  of  the  Central 
Street  School,  whose  voluntary  retirement  became  effective  in 
June  1942,  has  taught  in  the  Public  Schools  of  Montague  since 
1905,  and 

WHEREAS,  Mrs.  Sauer  has  during  that  period  served  the 
interests  of  our  schools  and  community,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Montague 
is  appreciative  of  her  efforts  in  our  educational  program  be  it 

RESOLVED  that  the  School  Committee  express  to  Mrs.  Sauer 
sincere  best  wishes  for  her  future  happiness  and  cause  these 
sentiments  to  be  written  in  the  records  and  send  to  her  this 
written  expression  of  their  feelings. 


W.P.A.  Nursery  School 

Personnel :  Mrs.  Helen  Johnson,  Instructor. 

Mrs.  Mary  Roumacker,  Assistant. 
Mrs.  Bridget  Bourdeau,  Cook. 

Enrolment — Boys     15 

Girls     9 

Total     24 

Glasses  were  resumed  at  the  W.P.A.  Nursery  School  on 
January  19,  1942.  The  school  had  been  closed  on  June  1941 
because  of  a  federal  order  curtailing  the  operation  of  federal 
projects. 

One  of  the  functions  of  the  Nursery  School  is  to  offer  a 
child  protection  program  during  the  present  period  of  emer- 
gency. Many  mothers  are  employed  and  one  of  the  objectives 
of  the  school  is  to  offer  supervision  to  the  children  of  parents 
who  are  engaged  in  defense  industries.  Of  the  twenty-four 
children  enrolled  in  the  local  Nursery  School,  twelve  have 
mothers  who  are  employed  and  who  are  away  from  the  home 
during  the  day.  The  W.P.A.  Nursery  School  in  Massachusetts 
will  not  continue  to  operate  after  June  1943  which  means  that 
the  closing  of  this  school  may  have  a  definite  bearing  on  child 
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care  during  the  day  and  that  steps  may  have  to  be  taken  by 
some  agency  to  supervise  the  children  of  parents  who  are  em- 
ployed. The  government  has  funds  available  through  the  Lan- 
han  Act  for  such  classes. 

Upon  the  demobilization  of  the  W.P.A.  Nursery  Schools  it 
might  be  advisable  to  conduct  some  sort  of  survey  to  ascertain 
the  real  need  of  the  continuance  of  such  a  project.  It  makes  a 
great  deal  of  difference  whether  there  are  a  number  of  children 
to  be  cared  for  in  our  community.  It  seems  to  be  the  consensus 
of  opinion  that  there  may  be  a  very  definite  problem  in  this 
regard,  the  seriousness  of  which  cannot  be  under-estimated.  It 
may  be  the  obligation  of  the  schools  to  assume  the  leadership 
in  solving  such  a  problem  if  it  really  exists. 

Expenditures  1942 

The  enclosed  table  shows  the  expenditures  by  schools  of 
the  important  items  of  the  school  department's  budget  for  the 
period  beginning  January  1,  1942,  through  December  31,  1942. 
The  table  also  gives  pertinent  information  regarding  the  total 
cost  per  school  and  the  cost  per  pupil  in  each  school.  The  ad- 
vance in  prices  of  supplies,  books,  repairs,  equipment  and  main- 
tenance work  is  being  felt  and,  no  doubt,  will  be  reflected 
somewhat  in  the  1943  budget. 

During  the  present  period  of  national  emergency  the 
schools  are  being  asked  to  make  unusual  contributions  to  pro- 
vide more  adequate  training  and  to  provide  facilities  for  de- 
fense activities.  These  demands  necessitate  additional  expend- 
itures in  matters  of  maintenance,  heat,  light  and  power  costs. 
The  School  Department  believes  that  it  is  wise  to  furnish  these 
facilities  and  looks  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  continuing  its 
services  in  every  way  possible  in  order  that  we  might  see  the 
war  terminated  in  a  successful  conclusion. 
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Accomplishments 

Maintenance  work  during:  1942 

Listed  below  are  the  important  problems  of  maintenance 
that  were  satisfactorily  taken  care  of  during  the  past  year: 

1.  Conversion  of  high  school  heating  units  from  oil  burn- 
ers to  coal  consumption. 

2.  Kepairs  and  installations  at  Montague  Centre  School 
to  conform  with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Safety. 

3.  Re-surfacing  of  the  concrete  floor  in  the  basement  of 
the  Montague  Centre  School. 

4.  Repairs  to  outside  steps  of  High  School  Auditorium. 

5.  Repairs  to  windows  and  window  sills  at  New  8th  Street 
School. 

6.  Re-finishing  of  floors  at  the  Highland  School,  Millers 
Falls. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  School  Department  purchased 
a  combination  power  lawn  mower  and  snow  plow  for  use  at 
the  High  School  and  Grammar  School.  The  use  of  the  snow 
plow  has  resulted  in  saving  many  hours  of  manual  labor  after 
severe  snow  storms.  The  power  lawn  mower  has  also  saved 
many  hours  of  manual  labor  and  it  has  released  the  high  school 
janitors  for  other  services. 

The  purchase  of  a  small  sanding  machine  for  re-finishing 
desks  has  proved  to  be  a  good  investment.  Desk  tops  at  New 
8th  Street  School  and  South  End  School  have  been  sanded  and 
re-finished  by  -Mr.  Mullins.  In  addition  to  the  improvement  of 
the  general  condition  of  school  furniture,  the  re-surfacing  job 
has  added  materially  in  the  matter  of  better  refraction  and 
reflection  of  light  in  the  classroom. 

The  property  around  the  South  End  School  was  graded 
and  seeded  to  improve  the  general  appearance  of  the  South 
End  School  property.  An  outdoor  basketball  goal  was  con- 
structed for  the  convenience  of  the  children  at  the  South  End 
and  it  has  added  to  the  playground  facilities  and  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  boys  and  girls  of  that  locality. 

Abstracts  from  Reports 
Visual  Education 

"During  the  past  year  this  department  has  felt  the  effects 
of  the  war-time  status,  chiefly  due  to  two  causes : 

1.  Curtailment  of  many  films  used  in  war  industries. 

2.  Lack  of  new  material  being  produced. 
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"Our  selection  of  films  is  limited  almost  entirely  to  the 
commercial  or  "free  list".  Restrictions  are  being  placed  on  the 
manufacture  of  new  films  and  many  films  have  been  withdrawn 
from  use  for  the  duration.  Consequently,  progress  in  this  phase 
of  education  has  been  somewhat  impeded.  Most  of  the  films 
projected  are  for  the  instruction  of  the  Freshman  Science 
classes.  Some  have  been  shown  to  the  Home  Economics  pupils 
and  to  assembly  groups."  .  .  .  (Charles  H.  Galvin) 

Home  Economics 

•  "The  importance  of  the  right  choice  of  food  or  diet  was 
stressed  and  the  nutritive  value  of  certain  foods  was  compared 
with  others  to  show  the  value  of  the  right  choice. 

"In  January  1942  the  eighth  grade  classes  completed  the 
unit  on  the  repair  of  clothing.  The  girls  then  began  their  work 
in  foods.  First  they  were  taught  the  method  of  working  in  the 
laboratory  and  the  use  and  care  of  the  kitchen  equipment.  They 
studied  the  breakfast  unit,  devoting  much  time  to  the  prepa- 
ration of  various  breakfast  foods.  They  also  were  taught  the 
family  style  of  table  service. 

"When  school  reopened  in  September,  the  High  School 
classes  were  taught  the  care  and  operation  of  the  sewing 
machine,  both  electric  and  treadle. 

"In  alternating  to  foods  we  devoted  much  time  to  the 
study  of  nutrition  and  the  importance  of  good  nutrition  to 
health.  This  year  we  considered  the  day's  meals  taken  as  a 
whole  in  their  relation  to  proper  nutrition  .  .  .  We  checked  the 
three  meals  against  a  standard  chart  giving  the  daily  require- 
ments for  adequate  nutrition.  Most  of  the  foods  for  these  meals 
was  prepared  by  the  girls.  Demonstrations  were  given  in  order 
to  economize."       (Alice  H.  Reum) 

Industrial  Arts 

"In  April  we  were  asked  by  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Education 
to  contribute  to  the  war  effort  by  revising  our  program  of 
study  and  having  the  boys  make  model  planes  for  the  Navy 
Bureau  of  Aeronautics.  I  dovetailed  the  model  plane  making 
into  our  regular  program  and  by  May  all  students  were  work- 
ing on  model  planes.  Our  quota  was  forty  planes  and  when 
school  closed  in  June  about  twenty-five  were  completed. 

"With  the  opening  of  school  in  September  all  the  students 
taking  the  Advanced  Shopwork  course  were  given  the  respon- 
sibility of  finishing  the  first  quota  of  planes  already  started. 
This  group  is  known  as  the  "A"  Series  and  these  planes  are 
now  ready  for  inspection.  The  quota  for  the  B  and  C  series  is 
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sixty  planes.  AVork  has  been  progressing  very  well  and  we 
expect  to  have  them  completed  in  February.  The  D,  E,  and  F 
series  will  be  started  as  soon  as  the  previous  series  are  com- 
pleted, inspected  and  shipped  to  the  training  centers. 

"Most  of  the  boys  enjoy  making  these  model  planes.  They 
are  not  easy  to  make  because  they  call  for  good  workmanship 
and  exactness  of  detail.  A  great  deal  of  patience,  perseverance 
and  concentration  are  also  required.  Discussions  have  been 
held  on  the  relation  of  speed  to  horsepower,  the  necessity  for 
streamlining,  reasons  for  a  wing  with  dihedral,  and  the  forces 
of  gravitation,  drag,  thrust,  and  lift  in  keeping  a  plane  in 
flight.  With  all  this  construction,  discussion,  and  contact  with 
the  types  of  planes  used  by  the  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
Russia,  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan,  the  student  becomes 
familiar  with  and  able  to  identify  many  planes.  The  models 
are  made  to  an  exact  scale  of  1  to  72  and  at  a  distance  of  35 
feet  appear  the  same  size  as  the  actual  plane  would  at  ap- 
proximately a  half-mile  distance. 

"One  cannot  ignore  the  tremendous  development  now  tak- 
ing place  in  the  a^dation  industry.  Aeronautics  in  the  Indus- 
trial Arts  program  is  here  to  stay.  This  program  will  consist  of 
building  both  model  and  flying  planes  together  with  related 
instruction  and  combined  with  the  usual  shop  projects  and 
information. 

"The  aims  of  the  Mechanical  Drawing  course  have  not 
changed  although  to  the  advanced  student  some  important 
phases  of  aeronautical  drawing  will  be  given  .  .  .  .  "  (Waldo  J. 
Perkins) 

Hig^h  School  Cafeteria 

"The  sixth  year  of  service  finds  this  institution. faced  with 
the  uncertainties  and  food  shortages  which  are  bound  to  occur 
as  a  consequence  of  the  present  world-wide  emergency.  Per- 
haps the  most  serious  of  these  have  been  the  curtailment  of 
meat  and  dairy  products  such  as  ice  cream,  milk,  butter,  cook- 
ing fats,  and  others.  Now  we  are  facing  the  canned  goods 
shortage  of  1943.  As  a  result  many  readjustments  will  occur. 
Some  changes  in  procedure  have  already  been  made.  One  of 
these  was  an  increase  in  price  of  two  or  three  cents  on  certain 
items  due  to  rapid  rise  of  food  costs. 

"However,  we  are  assured  by  O.P.A.  that  no  serious  cur- 
tailment of  necessities  will  ensue.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  doing 
without  certain  foods,  and  cutting  down  others  so  that  those 
who  need  them  more  than  we  may  have  the  preference. 

"We  are  in  accord  with  this  point  of  view  and  hope  to 
maintain  as  high  a  standard  of  nutrition  as  possible  under 
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the  circumstances.  "Food  will  win  the  war"  at  home  as  abroad." 
(Mrs.  Ethel  R.  McLaughlin) 

Music  —  High  School 

"In  submitting  the  report  of  the  Music  Department  of 
the  Turners  Falls  High  School  we  find  that  there  have  been 
some  changes  due  to  the  present  national  emergency.  It  has 
affected  our  school  program  and  it  has  influenced  our  extra- 
curricular activities  such  as  the  band,  orchestra  and  glee  club 
inasmuch  as  many  pupils  work  afternoons  and  are  unable  to 
return  for  the  many  rehearsals  that  are  necessary  to  make  a 
good  band  and  orchestra.  But  in  spite  of  this  we  have  con- 
tinued the  above  activities  as  in  previous  years.  The  band  has 
played  its  usual  number  of  engagements  but  it  was  unable  to 
travel  because  of  priorities  in  transportation. 

"The  band  and  bugle  corps  number  forty-eight  of  whom 
seventeen  were  boys  and  tihirty-one  were  girls.  We  have 
twenty-two  drum  majorettes  giving  us  a  marching  unit  of 
seventy  members,  the  largest  we  have  ever  had.  The  orchestra 
numbers  thirteen,  the  Girls'  Choral  Club  thirteen,  and  the  Glee 
Club  fifty. 

"It  may  be  difficult  to  continue  the  music  activities  on  the 
same  basis  as  in  previous  years.  We  understand  that  in  some 
high  schools  these  activities  have  been  suspended  for  the  dura- 
tion." (Charles  M.  Biekford) 

Music  —  Elementary  Schools 

"After  careful  consideration  of  the  part  music  plays  in 
the  life  of  every  individual  and  its  definite  need  in  building 
morale  in  times  of  strife  such  as  we  are  now  experiencing, 
my  aims  for  the  year  have  been  two-fold : 

(a)  To  direct  the  music  in  the  schools  to  meet  the  present 
war-time  needs, 

(b)  To  keep  in  sight  the  part  which  music  will  play  in 
the  period  after  the  war. 

"I  have  chosen  songs  which  would  help  in  building  morale 
and  developing  patriotic  fervor;  songs  to  stimulate  the  love 
of  America  and  songs  of  the  allied  countries  to  stimulate  an 
interest  in,  and  a  sympathetic  understanding  of  these  people. 
Songs  of  a  humorous  character  have  also  been  sung  to  offset 
the  depression  which  our  children  must  certainly  feel.  In- 
cluded in  my  outline  are  the  songs  of  the  various  branches  of 
the  service :  The  Marine's  Hymn,  Artillery  Song,  Anchors 
Aweigh,  Coast  Guard  Marching  Song  and  the  Army  Air  Corps 
Song. 
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"I  am  constantly  striving  to  develop  an  instrumental  pro- 
gram through  the  grades  to  prepare  the  pupils  for  the  ad- 
vanced work  in  the  High  School  band  and  orchestra.  In  the 
South  End  and  Montague  City  Schools  we  have  a  Rhythm 
Orchestra  and  in  the  New  8th  Street  School  we  have  a  small, 
but  enthusiastic  class  of  Symphonet  players. 

"The  Grammar  School  Drum  Corps  has  been  working  since 
early  fall.  The  instrumental  classes,  organized  last  February, 
are  continuing.  There  are  three  separate  classes :  violins, 
brasses  and  clarinets.  Each  week  these  three  groups  meet  as 
an  ensemble.  .  .  . 

"A  part  of  each  period  of  the  classes  in  the  upper  grades 
is  given  over  to  listening  to  recorded  music.  In  this  way  the 
pupils  become  acquainted  with  good  music  and  learn  how  to 
listen  intelligently  to  music  and  how  to  evaluate  it.  .  .  "  (Flor- 
ence E.  Argy) 

Art 

"It  is  the  aim  of  the  art  course  in  our  schools  to  preserve 
in  the  child's  mind  the  sense  of  wonder,  to  help  him  to  form 
ideas  of  his  own  experiences  and  to  learn  to  express  his 
thoughts  and  emotions  elfectively,  and,  if  possible,  with  beauty 
.  .  .  The  joy  which  comes  from  creating  and  sharing  beauty 
may  help  to  keep  the  child's  heart  in  his  school  work. 

"During  the  past  year  many  of  the  art  problems  from  the 
first  grade  through  the  eighth  grade  have  been  centered  as  far 
as  possible  around  the  war  effort,  patriotism,  and  pride  in 
our  own  America.  These  problems  have  been  war  posters  pro- 
moting the  sale  of  bonds,  conservation  and  salvage.  An  exhibi- 
tion of  posters  was  held  in  the  High  School  Gymnasium  in 
November.  .  . 

"In  order  to  help  the  children  to  form  the  habit  of  noticing 
the  picturesque  and  beautiful  aspect  of  things,  I  have  inau- 
gurated an  annual  program  of  art  appreciation  in  all  grades  so 
that  esthetic  appreciation  may  become  a  lifelong  source  of  en- 
joyment. During  the  first  week  in  November  which  is  American 
Art  Week,  each  school  in  town  presents  an  Art  Program  for 
the  students  and  for  the  parents.  This  past  year  each  grade 
presented  a  living  tableau  of  a  famous  painting,  accompanied 
by  suitable  readings  and  singing.  .  .  .  This  program  was  very 
successful,  both  esthetically  and  financially  .... 

"The  High  School  course  of  study  ,is  divided  into  four 
groups :  Commercial  Art ;  Interior  Decoration ;  Craftwork  and 
Industrial  Design.  The  one  object  is  to  stress  originality.  The 
Art  Appreciation  course  includes  the  study  of  art  in  its  rela- 
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tion  to  the  past  and  the  present  ...  I  would  recommend  that 
Art  Appreciation  be  a  required  subject  for  all  students  some 
time  during  their  four  years  at  high  school  on  account  of  its 
esthetic  and  social  value.  To  know  how  to  dress  to  secure 
pleasing  results,  how  to  decorate  our  homes  and  to  plan  our 
cities,  surely  is  a  help  to  make  civic-minded  and  better  citizens 
..."  (Lydia  DesOrmeaux) 

Americanization  Classes 

Precinct                              Instructor                                   1942-3  1941-2 

Turners  Falls— Mrs.  Edith  L.  Keough  18  52 

Montague  Centre — Miss  Anna  Sojka  12  28 

Millers  Falls— Mrs.    Ethel    McLaughlin 31  0 

Miss  Grace  G.  Bitzer 

Total       : 61  80 

Turners  Falls 

"Americanization  classes  opened  on  October  26  with  eight- 
een pupils  registered.  This  is  quite  a  reduction  in  the  number 
enrolled  in  previous  years  due,  of  course,  to  the  demand  for 
labor  in  the  making  of  materials  of  war.  This  year  it  was 
necessary  to  appoint  only  one  teacher  at  Turners  Falls.  The 
class  is  divided  into  three  groups :  the  Beginners',  Intermediate 
and  Advanced  pupils,  and  each  group  is  given  work  suitable 
to  its  ability.  One  project  this  year  is  the  writing  of  letters  to 
sons  or  relatives  in  the  service  from  which  we  all  derive  a 
great  deal  of  enjoyment. 

"At  graduation  in  March  we  presented  forty-one  certifi- 
cates. The  recipients  had  conscientiously  come  night  after  night 
to  prepare  for  citizenship  and  they  realized  that  the  benefits 
of  citizenship  are  great  and  likewise  its  responsibilities.  Out 
of  these  classes  have  come  many  of  the  best  naturalized  citizens 
in  the  community. 

"It  was  a  distinct  loss  to  the  Town  of  Montague  and  to 
the  men  and  women  of  the  Americanization  classes  in  partic- 
ular, when  Mrs.  Frances  Foley  found  it  impossible  to  return 
to  her  work.  Mrs.  Foley  has  always  given  generously  and 
enthusiastically  of  her  time  and  effort.  .  .  ."  (Mrs.  Edith  L. 
Keough) 

Montague 

"The  ages  ranged  from  thirty-one  to  seventy  years  of 
age.  Eight  of  these  adults  never  had  a  chance  to  go  to  school 
until  this  class  was  formed  in  Montague. 
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"I  have  found  it  a  joy  to  teach  these  foreign-born  people 
— they  are  so  appreciative,  so  anxious  to  learn,  and  so  willing 
to  come  regularly.  Ten  persons  attended  every  session  while 
eight  others  missed  only  one  night  of  school. 

"During  the  year  four  persons  received  their  naturaliza- 
tion papers  while  three  others  received  their  first  papers.  .  .  " 
(Anna  Sojka) 

Millers  Falls 

"The  class  was  organized  in  Millers  Falls  on  November  16, 
1942.  The  group  meets  at  the  Highland  School  three  evenings 
a  week:  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

"It  is  interesting  to  note  that  every  pupil,  with  the 
exception  of  two,'  is  engaged  in  war  industries  in  Millers  Falls 
or  Greenfield.  As  the  majority  are  women,  it  seems  to  go  with- 
out saying  that  there  is  a  real  need  for  an  Americanization 
Class  in  Millers  Falls.  Their  willingness  to  spend  three  nights 
a  week  after  a  day  in  industry  and  care  of  their  homes  would 
seem  to  indicate  this. 

"It  is  also  significant  to  note  that  almost  every  member 
has  one,  two,  three  or  even  four  sons  in  the  armed  services  of 
this  country.  Such  a  magnificent  contribution  to  the  ultimate 
victory  of  this  nation  whose  protection  they  so  earnestly  de- 
sire, deserves  commendation  and  the  final  reward  of  citizen- 
ship. .  .  ."  (Mrs.  Ethel  R.  McLaughlin) 

It  is  of  interest  to  study  how  closely  the  program  of 
Adult  Civic  Education  relates  to  the  present  war  situation.  A 
recent  questionnaire  in  regard  to  our  Americanization  Classes 
reveals  some  information  that  seems  to  be  of  interest  to  school 
officials.  Many  of  the  Americanization  Class  enrollees  have 
sons  and  daughters  in  the  armed  forces.  Twenty-five  parents 
have  sons  or  daughters  in  the  armed  forces,  the  number  being 
forty-one  sons  and  one  daughter  serving  this  country  in  its 
present  emergency.  Many  of  the  enrollees  are  devoting  time  to 
defense  work  in  the  several  defense  plants  in  this  area.  Eleven 
claim  that  they  are  likely  to  become  citizens  during  1943  be- 
cause of  instruction  received  in  Americanization  Classes.  Thir- 
ty-four are  applicants  for  second  papers.  Five  of  the  pupils 
are  already  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  attend  classes 
to  improve  their  educational  qualifications. 

SPECIAL  CLASSES 

Turners  Falls 

"During  the  past  year  the  boys  of  the  Special  Class  have 
devoted  much  time  to  the   construction   of   airplane  models. 
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They  have  worked  very  carefully  and  tediously  m  their  as- 
signments and  have  accomplished  very  satisfactory  results.  In 
doing  so  they  have  acquired  excellent  habits  of  concentration 
and  perseverance.  Some  of  the  models  that  have  been  made 
would  be  a  credit  to  boys  of  advanced  classes.  A  great  deal  of 
pride  and  satisfaction  comes  from  seeing  the  project  through 
to  a  satisfactory  completion. 

"The  girls  have  concentrated  on  the  knitting  of  scarfs 
and  mittens,  a  project  which  is  not  only  practical  but  con- 
sistent with  the  present  war  effort  inasmuch  as  some  of  this 
handicraft  can  be  turned  into  practical  work  for  our  boys  in 
the  armed  services  .  .  ."  (Frances  A.  Norton) 
Montague 

"During  the  fall  the  children  were  tested  by  the  State 
Psychiatrist  and  Psychologist.  The  results  of  the  testing  showed 
that  all  of  the  children  have  made  improvement  since  previous 
testing  and  a  few  have  progressed  enough  to  be  recommended 
to  regular  grades  in  June.  These  tests  show  up  physical  defects 
as  well  as  mental.  Through  a  better  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  the  children  it  is  possible  in  many  cases  to  correct 
some  defects  and  help  them  to  make  better  adjustments  to  life 
in  general. 

"Last  year  afforded  many  opportunities  to  bring  about  an 
interest  and  feeling  of  loyalty  to  and  an  appreciation  of  our 
country.  The  children  were  able  to  feel  their  own  importance 
as  individuals  and  that  the  efforts  they  made  to  help  on  the 
'Home  Front'  meant  a  lot  to  Uncle  Sam.  Most  of  them  saved 
their  money  and  bought  Defense  Stamps.  We  made  much  of 
what  each  stamp  represented  in  buying  supplies  for  the  men 
in  our  armed  forces,  and  each  stamp  bought  made  us  one  step 
nearer  to  Victory.  When  the  drive  for  paper  saving  was  on 
they  were  very  conscientious  about  saving  all  scraps  and  using 
both  sides  of  the  paper.  This  created  an  attitude  of  being  more 
careful  of  all  materials  which  I  hope  may  be  a  lasting  charac- 
teristic. We  have  also  had  many  discussions  of  how  we  can 
help  by  keeping  healthy  and  by  doing  our  work  as  well  as  we 
can  from  day  to  day. 

"The  new  Kinehart  Handwriting  System  was  received 
with  much  enthusiasm  and  great  strides  have  been  made  in 
improvement  in  writing.  In  December  we  received  the  gold 
star.  .  .  "  (Marian  E.  Cowan) 

Lip  Reading 

"The  hearing  tests  of  1942  were  made  by  Miss  Susan 
Maccabe  R.N.  assisted  by  Miss  Mary  Lewis  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Health.  Over  eight  hundred  were  tested  and,  if 
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necessary,  were  re-tested.  The  audiometer  was  used  with  every- 
thing as  quiet  as  possible.  This  year  we  found  63  children 
showing  enough  hearing  loss  to  make  it  necessary  to  send 
letters  to  the  parents.  Thirty-three  of  these  children  are  in 
the  lower  grades.  The  third  grade  in  all  the  schools  seemed 
to  be  showing  the  greatest  number  of  cases  of  hearing  im- 
pairment due,  no  doubt,  to  certain  types  of  contagious  diseases. 
We  hope  that  some  of  this  loss  will  be  outgrown  in  time  and 
we  are  glad  to  discover  the  hearing  loss  at  an  early  date  in 
order  to  recommend  remedial  work.  When  a  loss  exists  it  can- 
not be  discovered  too  early.  .  .  "(Mrs.  Frances  Gillett) 

Conclusion 

The  family,  the  school  and  the  neighborhood  which  are 
the  three  dominating  influences  in  shaping  a  child's  life  and 
personality  have  been  changed  by  the  war.  In  the  family  we 
iave  already  described  the  effect  of  the  mother's  absence  from 
the  home.  Fathers  are  also  engaged  in  defense  industries  and 
brothers  are  in  the  armed  forces  or  on  the  threshold  of  Selec- 
tive Service.  The  neighborhood  is  acting  differently  during  war- 
times. There  are  different  drives  and  campaigns.  The  news- 
papers, magazines  and  moving  pictures  contain  stories  of  war 
with  its  horrors,  its  blood  and  its  toil.  We  are  rearing  a  gen- 
eration of  children  who  need  guidance  if  we  expect  them  to 
carry  out  the  responsibilities  of  their  future  years.  There  are 
many  things  which  the  American  people  must  give  up  to  make 
our  war  eff'ort  more  eft'ective.  However,  there  are  some  things 
which  we  must  retain  and  strengthen  if  our  war  sacrifices  are 
to  be  valuable.  We  must  retain  and  we  must  strengthen  our 
public  school  program.  To  fail  here  may  cost  bitterly  in  terms 
of  juvenile  delinquency. 

Millions  of  citizens  of  the  decade  beginning  1950  are  be- 
ing prepared  in  our  public  schools  now  for  the  world  that  will 
need  their  leadership  and  all  the  abilities  and  qualities  of 
character  that  they  can  muster  to  their  command.  Our  edu- 
cational program  must  be  as  efficient  as  our  armament  pro- 
gram. We  need  to  teach  arithmetic  as  efficiently  as  we  need 
to  gather  scrap.  We  need  to  promote  health  and  nutrition  as 
well  as  we  pass  out  rationing  cards.  We  need  to  train  our  boys 
and  girls  for  living  as  adequately  as  we  are  now  training 
millions  of  boys  for  killing. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  serve  the  Town  of 
Montague  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  during  the  past  six 
years.  I  appreciate  the  confidence  of  the  members  of  the  School 
Board  and  I  am  also  aware  of  the  splendid  spirit  of  coopera- 
tion tendered  to  me  by  the  parents  and  citizens  of  the  Town 
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of  Montague.  I  extend  my  appreciation  to  the  teaching  staff 
for  their  loyal  and  conscientious  service  and  again  I  take  the 
opportunity  to  mention  the  splendid  work  done  by  Miss 
Catherine  Kelley  as  secretary  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
All  have  been  important  factors  in  the  achievement  and  prog- 
ress made  during  the  past  school  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  E.  BURKE, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  TURNERS  FALLS 

HIGH  SCHOOL 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1942 

January  25,  1943 
Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 

Superintendent   of   Schools 

Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Burke : 

I  am  submitting  my  sixth  annual  report  as  principal  of 
the  Turners  Falls  High  School.  As  usual  I  am  enclosing  statis- 
tics describing  the  courses,  geographical  distribution  of  stu- 
dents, and  other  pertinent  information  relative  to  the  work  of 
this  high  school. 

On  the  opening  day  in  September,  1942  our  registration 
totaled  506,  a  decrease  of  fourteen  over  the  previous  Septem- 
ber, 1941.  In  January,  1943  our  enrolment  had  decreased  to 
486  with  the  result  that  today  we  have  the  smallest  high  school 
in  point  of  numbers  in  several  years.  This  shrinkage  is  a  nor- 
mal one  and  one  that  has  been  expected  although  it  has  been 
slightly  accelerated  by  the  abnormal  state  of  the  country  in 
the  present  emergency. 

Class                                                  Boys  Girls  Total 

Freshmen      69  72  141 

Sophomore 73  73  146 

Junior     44  66  110 

Senior     48  59  107 

Post-Graduate     2  2 

Total       234  272  506 

Pupil  Mortality 

To  go  to  work  9 

Transfers        9 

Home   Permits    9 

Total     27 

You  will  note  that  twenty-seven  students  have  left  school. 
Nine  students  have  entered  employment.  This  number  is  small 
when  we  consider  the  industrial  situation  as  it  is  today  with 
its  unusual  opportunities  for  employment  and  high  wages.  The 
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junior  and  senior  classes  from  which  industries  would  natural- 
ly draw  upon  have  held  up  surprisingly  well  considering  the 
state  of  the  times. 

Geographical  Distribution  of  Students  as  of  January  1,  1943 

At  the  present  time  we  are  affording  transportation  to  131 
pupils.  With  the  present  transportation  difficulties  as  they  are 
we  are  indeed  fortunate  that  our  pupils  are  being  transported 
as  efficiently  as  in  the  past. 

P.  G.       Sen.  Jr.         Soph.       Fresh.       Total 

Turners   Falls   

Millers    Falls    

Montague  Center  

Riverside  and  Gill  .... 

Montague  City  

Erving       

Lake   Pleasant    

Total     2  107  103  139  135  486 

Enrolment  by  Subjects 

The  appended  table  describes  the  subjects  presented  in 
our  various  curricula,  the  distribution  of  students  by  subjects, 
and  the  number  of  students  pursuing  each  subject  in  each  of 
the  departments.  You  will  note  that  three  new  courses  have 
been  added  to  our  curriculum,  Spanish,  Elements  of  Aero- 
nautics, and  Mathematics  of  the  Shop  or  as  we  have  designated 
it,  "Mathematics  "V"  ".  These  courses  are  being  taught  by 
members  of  our  regular  faculty  and  have  not  necessitated  the 
addition  of  new  teachers. 

The  course  in  Elements  of  Aeronautics  was  instituted  be- 
cause of  the  present  emergency  and  we  feel  that  our  students 
are  receiving  a  sound  training  in  the  principles  and  theory  of 
aeronautics. 

Because  of  the  ever  increasing  importance  of  our  South 
American  neighbors  and  their  relation  to  us,  particularly  at 
this  time,  a  course  in  Spanish  was  instituted  and  is  being 
carried  on  enthusiastically  and  successfully. 

Mathematics  "V"  was  added  to  our  course  to  supplement 
the  work  of  practical  arts.  It  is  an  attempt  to  give  our  boys  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  mathematical  problems  involved  in 
the  various  trades  and  skills.  We  feel  sure  that  this  course  is 
fulfilling  a  real  need  and  the  value  of  it  is  becoming  apparent 
each  day. 
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English  Department 

Boys  Girls  Total 

English  I       66       72  138 

English  II     72        68  140 

English  III     43        64  107 

English  IV      48       59  107 

229     263  492 
Foreign  Languages  Department 

French  I      18        33  51 

French  II    12       18  30 

French  III      8       10  18 

38       61  99 

Latin  I       22        22  44 

Latin  II       13        32  45 

Latin  III     4       14  18 

Latin  IV     2         8  10 


Spanish    I 


41        76     117 
9        23        32 


Mathematics   Department 

Elem.  Algebra   63  27  90 

Intermed.    Algebra..  38  23  61 

Plane    Geometry    ...  18  20  38 
Kev.     Math.     (Solid 

Geom.   &  Trigon.)  8  9  17 

Applied  Math 11  10  21 

Comm.  Arith 13  43  56 

Mathematics  "V"  ....  22  ....  22 

173     132     305 
Social  Science  Department 

U.    S.    History    and 

Civics     49 

Medieval  &  Modern 

History       23 

11 
11 
24 
63 


58     107 


History    to    1700 
Social   Science    ... 
Ancient   History 
Library    Science 


12 
15 


35 
26 

2   13 

4   28 

72  135 


181  163  344 


Science  Department 

General  Science  42  56  98 

Biology     ' 62  40  102 

College    Chem 19  26  45 

Practical  Chem 19  24  43 

College    Physics    ....   17  8  25 

Practical  Physics  ....   12  4  16 

171  158  329 
Elements    of    Aero- 
nautics       28  4  32 


Commercial  Department 

Boys  Girls  Total 

Comm.  Geog.  &  Law     9       38       47 

Bookkeeping  I     3       47       50 

Bookkeeping  II  ....  3  39  42 
Adv.  Bkkpg.  &  Sales  3  12  15 
Business       Training  14  3        17 

Stenography  I    44       44 

Stenography  II      26       26 

Typewriting  I      3       43       46 

Typewriting  II     1       27       28 

36     279  315 

Music  Department 

Music  Appreciation  69  72  141 
Band  &  Bugle  Corps  17       31       48 

Choral   Club    14       14 

Glee   Club    : 50       50 

Orchestra     6         7       13 

Majorettes       22       22 

92     196  288 

Shopwork  Department 

Manual  Arts  37       ....       37 

Advanced    Shop    ....   23       ....       23 

60  60 

Home    Economics    Department 

Freshmen  Sewing  46       46 

Freshmen  Cooking  46       46 


92       92 


Drawing  Department 
Freehand  Drawing  ..     6       15 

Art  Appreciation  13 

Mech.   Drawing   88 


21 
13 


94 


28     122 


Physical   Education   Department 

Girls'   Phys.   Ed 245     245 

Boys'  Phys.  Ed 234       ....     234 

234     245     479 
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Graduates  Attending  Higher  Institutions  of  Learning 

As  usual  our  high  school  is  represented  in  numerous 
higher  institutions  of  learning  throughout  the  country  and 
from  reports  received  it  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that  all  are 
doing  creditable  work  and  show  evidence  of  the  preparation 
received  here.  No  doubt  the  war  will  have  an  effect  upon  the 
length  of  time  these  young  men  and  women  will  spend  in  their 
advanced  work  because  many  of  the  colleges  will  accelerate 
their  programs  to  provide  the  necessary  leadership  toward  the 
successful  culmination  of  the  war. 

This  speed-up  measure  for  sending  boys  to  college  earlier 
was  done  for  various  reasons : 

1.  To  advance  the  education  of  boys  and  girls  whose 
schooling  may  be  interrupted  by  military  service  or 
war  work. 

2.  To  help  preserve  the  colleges  as  the  sources  of  leader- 
ship for  the  post-war  world. 

3.  To  give  the  boys  a  short  college  training  before  mili- 
tary induction  and  thus  encourage  their  college  at- 
tendance following  the  war. 

i.  To  enable  them  to  receive  valuable  training,  as  pre- 
induction  training,  for  military  service. 

The  value  of  accelerating  these  programs  is  open  to  ques- 
tion and  when  it  is  being  considered  only  the  ultimate  good  of 
the  student  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 

For  many  years  the  high  schools  have  received  appeals 
from  the  colleges  that  students  from  secondary  schools  should 
be  more  thoroughly  prepared  and  that  they  be  retained  in 
high  school  until  they  are  more  mature  and  able  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  first  year  of  college. 

The  senior  year  is  an  important  one  to  boys  and  girls 
because  they  are  completing  courses  in  high  school  mathemat- 
ics, chemistry,  physical  training,  and  aeronautics.  In  addition 
to  these  factors,  the  senior  year  offers  to  the  student  an  oppor- 
tunity for  leadership  and  development  in  the  various  activities 
of  that  particular  year. 

Our  graduates  are  now  attending  the  following  institu- 
tions : 
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Colleges  and  Universities 

Alfred   University  McPherson  College 

American  International  College  Mercyhurst  College 

Amherst    College  Middlesex  University 

Bates  College  Mount  Holyoke  College 

Boston   University  Northeastern  University 

Bowdoin  College  Eensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute 

Colgate  University  Sargent    School   of   Physical   Ed. 

Cornell   University  Simmons   College 
Framingham    State   Teachers   Coll.     Smith   College 

Georgia  School  of  Technology  St.  Louis  Dental  School 

Harvard  University  Syracuse   University 

Holy  Cross  College  Trinity  College 

Houghton  College  Tufts  College 

Ithaca   College  Tusculum    College 

Jackson   College  University  of  New  Hampshire 

Lowell   State  Teachers   College  University  of  Notre  Dame 

Mass.   Institute   of   Technology  Valparaiso  University 

Mass.  School  of  Art  Villanova    College 

Mass.  School  of  Pharmacy  Williams  College 

Mass.  State  College  Women's  College  of  Middlebury 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 

Hospital  Training  Schools 

Cooley  Dickinson  Hospital  Peter   Bent   Brigham   Hospital 

Franklin   County  Hospital  St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Hartford   City   Hospital  St.  Francis  Hospital 

Heywood    Memorial    Hospital  Worcester   City   Hospital 

Other  Institutions  of  Learning 

Becker   Business    College  Northampton   Commercial   School 

Deerfield  Academy  Parks  Air  College 

Greenfield   Commercial  School  Salvation    Army    College 

Green   Mountain  Junior  College  Stockbridge   School 

Scholarship 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  our  scholastic  standing  is 
good  even  though  more  than  260  of  our  students  are  employed 
on  a  part-time  basis.  We  were  again  rated  a  Class  A  High 
School  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education  and  we 
still  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  New  England  College  Board. 

High  School  During  War  Times 

This  year  has  been  an  unusual  one  in  many  respects,  be- 
cause in  addition  to  our  efforts  to  carry  out  a  normal  program 
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many  demands  have  been  made  upon  the  school.  These  de- 
mands have  been  met  successfully.  Our  students  are  conscious 
to  a  great  degree  of  the  part  they  must  play  in  the  present 
emergency,  and  have  cooperated  wholeheartedly  in  any  work 
having  a  bearing  on  the  war  effort.  Regardless  of  opinion  to 
the  contrary,  these  young  men  and  women  are  serious,  eager, 
and  enthusiastic  in  carrying  out  projects  which  they  feel  are 
their  contributions  to  the  war  effort. 

One  of  the  projects  which  has  given  them  a  great  deal  of 
pride  was  the  collection  of  44,000  pounds  of  scrap  during  the 
salvage  drive  which  was  conducted  during  the  past  year. 
Every  piece  of  scrap,  large  or  small,  was  carried  to  the  high 
school  by  their  own  efforts  and  every  single  pupil  participated 
in  it.  No  school  effort  in  recent  years  aroused  such  enthusiasm 
and  pupil  participation. 

Another  activity  which  has  given  them  much  satisfaction 
has  been  the  Netop  Servicemen's  Baskets  which  they  are  send- 
ing to  the  members  of  the  armed  forces  each  week.  Names  are 
drawn  by  lot  and  the  soldier  receiving  these  gifts  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  high  school  is  carrying  on  at 
home  and  has  not  forgotten  him.  Grateful  letters  have  been 
received  from  former  students  expressing  their  appreciation 
for  this  thoughtfulness. 

Students  also  supported  the  Red  Cross  drives  and  a  sub- 
stantial sum  was  realized  for  this  worthy  cause.  All  students 
completed  courses  in  air  raid  protection  work  and  many  of 
them  are  serving  in  various  capacities  as  couriers.  Red  Cross 
workers,  report  center  operators,  and  other  phases  of  Civilian 
Defense  work. 

The  Manual  Arts  Department  at  the  request  of  the  United 
States  Office  of  Education  has  been  making  model  planes  for 
the  Navy  Bureau  of  Aeronautics.  I  would  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  Mr.  Perkins  for  a  description  of  this  splendid  effort. 

The  Commercial  Department  is  to  be  congratulated  for 
the  work  its  members  did  in  compiling  a  list  of  pledge  cards 
for  the  bond  drives,  typing  the  materials  for  air  raid  precau- 
tion schools,  and  many  other  projects  of  a  similar  nature. 

The  military  drills  have  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  have  proved  valuable  in  the  physical  fitness  program  as 
well  as  giving  these  boys  the  fundamentals  of  military  train- 
ing. This  activity  is  not  a  new  feature  with  us  but  has  been  a 
part  of  our  program  for  some  twenty  years.  Proof  of  its  effec- 
tiveness and  usefulness  has  been  shown  by  the  letters  of  many 
former  students  now  in  service  who  sincerely  appreciate  the 
time  spent  in  this  program. 
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Because  of  the  possibility  of  air  attack  we  have  organized 
an  air  raid  alarm  system  which  is  functioning  very  well.  A 
number  of  practice  drills  have  been  held.  At  a  signal  all  of 
the  students  move  to  the  first  floor  and  the  cafeteria  until 
the  all-clear  signal  is  sounded. 

Extra-Curricular  Activities 

For  many  years  we  have  endeavored  to  supplement  the 
education  in  the  classroom  with  a  varied  program  of  extra- 
curricular activities.  All  of  these  programs  are  conducted  in 
the  afternoon  under  the  direction  of  faculty  advisors  who 
plan  the  programs  and  see  that  the  students  carry  them  out 
in  an  intelligent  manner. 

The  annual  Senior  Play,  "Excursion,"  was,  as  usual,  a 
financial  and  dramatic  success.  This  vehicle  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity to  a  large  group  of  students  to  show  the  benefit  of  the 
excellent  training  which  they  had  received  as  well  as  present- 
ing an  artistic  performance  for  the  benefit  of  a  capacity 
audience. 

Our  second  activity  in  the  field  of  dramatics  was  that 
presented  by  the  Junior  Class  in  its  annual  Prize  Speaking 
Contest.  Eight  juniors  selected  from  a  large  group  of  con- 
testants presented  a  finished  performance. 

Our  musical  organizations,  combined  with  the  department 
of  physical  education,  presented  its  third  Variety  Show  in  the 
late  spring.  One  hundred  sixty-five  students  participated  in 
the  production  which  presented  the  high  school  band,  the  or- 
chestra, choral  and  glee  clubs,  the  Swingsters,  and  the  high 
school  tumblers.  A  percentage  of  the  proceeds  was  given  to 
the  President's  Infantile  Paralysis  Fund. 

The  state  department  of  the  American  Legion  for  the  past 
several  years  has  sponsored  an  oratorical  contest  based  upon 
the  study  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  We  feel 
that  our  school  has  been  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  activity 
since  we  have  participated  in  every  contest  conducted  by  the 
American  Legion.  During  the  past  year  the  contestant  from 
this  school,  Walter  Kulesa,  was  selected  as  the  winner  of 
Western  Massachusetts.  Later  he  competed  in  the  state  finals 
at  Fanueil  Hall  with  the  winners  from  three  other  sections 
of  the  state. 

Our  high  school  band  again  had  a  highly  successful  year. 
Not  only  is  it  an  important  part  of  our  school  activities  but 
in  addition  has  participated  in  many  community  enterprises. 
This  group  deserves  much  praise  for  the  time  and  effort  it 
devotes  to  music  and  school  activities. 
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With  more  and  more  insistance  upon  physical  fitness  our 
athletic  program  continues  to  engage  the  attention  of  many 
boys  and  girls.  We  have  always  been  firm  believers  in  the 
value  of  competitive  athletics  in  the  training  of  youth.  We  have 
planned  our  program  with  the  intention  of  reaching  the  larg- 
est possible  number  of  boys  and  girls.  We  have  been  fortunate 
in  having,  in  our  organization,  men  capable  and  willing  to 
assist  in  the  direction  of  our  athletic  program.  Even  though 
this  program  has  been  conducted  under  real  difficulties 
we  have  been  successful  in  carrying  out  a  full  schedule  of 
activities. 

It  seems  fitting  to  mention  here  that  our  baseball  team 
was  successful  in  winning  the  State  Championship  at  Fenway 
Park  with  Arlington  High  School  as  our  opponents.  This  is  a 
distinct  athletic  achievement  which  not  only  gave  satisfaction 
to  our  students  but  to  the  entire  community. 

The  school  paper.  The  Netop,  was  published  as  usual.  All 
the  other  activities  such  as  the  Latin,  French,  Home  Econom- 
ics, Biology  Clubs  carried  on  a  regular  schedule  of  meetings. 

Student  Activity  Program 

Many  activities  are  carried  on  in  our  school  other  than 
the  regular  academic  program.  These  activities  not  only  en- 
rich the  lives  of  our  students  but  provide  a  leisure  program  of 
varied  interests.  The  work  of  financing  these  activities  is  a 
difficult  one  but  the  entire  program  is  financed  by  the  students 
together  with  whatever  receipts  accrue  from  entertainments 
and  athletic  contests. 

In  September,  1933  a  plan  of  assessment  was  introduced 
in  this  school  whereby  each  student  was  asked  to  contribute 
ten  cents  a  week  in  order  that  the  activities  mentioned  below 
could  be  carried  out.  This  new  plan  superseded  the  old  class 
dues  and  athletic  association  dues  plan  which  over  a  period 
of  a  year  had  involved  a  greater  expense  to  the  students.  The 
student  tax  enables  the  student  to  participate  in  practically 
all  activities  without  further  cost  to  him.  During  the  scholastic 
year  the  tax  takes  care  of  the  following : 

Class  dues  Ten  assembly  programs 

Athletic  dues  Five  home  football  games 

Five  socials  with  refreshments  Nine  home  baseball  games 
The  Junior  Prom  Eight  home  basketball  games 

Sixteen  issues  of  the  Netop 

The  actual  value  represented  above  shows  that  the  student 
receives  far  more  than  the  tax  he  contributes  each  week.  This 
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tax  is  combined  with  receipts  received  from  athletic  contests 
and  entertainments  to  equip  various  units  of  the  school,  units 
for  which  no  appropriation  is  made  elsewhere. 

We  try  to  furnish  our  athletic  teams  with  the  best  possible 
equipment  before  we  permit  them  to  compete  in  games.  This 
equipment  has  to  be  cleaned,  repaired,  laundered  regularly, 
and  replaced  at  regular  intervals. 

We  have  several  sports  in  our  athletic  program  but  foot- 
ball has  been  the  only  sport  Avhich  has  shown  a  profit  over  a 
period  of  years.  As  a  result  any  deficiency  in  basketball  or 
baseball  must  come  from  these  profits  as  well  as  the  student 
activit}^  fund.  Track,  girls'  athletics,  and  tennis  are  nonpaymg 
activities  and  must  be  financed  by  this  same  fund. 

The  equipment,  uniforms,  transportation  and  music  for  our 
excellent  band  is  made  possible  by  means  of  these  contribu- 
tions and  receipts.  The  uniforms  of  the  twirlers,  drum  majors, 
cheerleaders,  or  any  special  units  are  made  possible  because 
of  the  money  received  in  this  manner.  The  school  paper  which 
appears  everj^  two  weeks  has  never  been  self-supporting.  The 
yearbook,  published  for  a  nominal  sum,  is  also  not  self-sup- 
porting and  from  one-fourth  to  one-third  of  its  expenses  are 
taken  care  of  by  the  student  fund. 

We  consider  that  these  are  all  major  activities  and  a 
vital  part  of  our  school  life.  We  feel  that  without  these  activ- 
ities the  splendid  morale  which  our  school  has  enjoyed  for 
many  years  would  not  be  possible.  These  activities  offer  to 
practically  every  boy  and  girl  a  method  of  expression  which 
would  not  otherwise  be  available  to  them.  We  also  feel  that 
this  system  of  student  finance  is  a  fair  way  of  distributing  the 
costs  of  our  various  activities  because  it  not  only  gives  the 
student  a  sense  of  responsibility  but  also  furnishes  him  with 
pride  in  the  achievements  of  his  school. 

I  trust  that  the  above  explanation  will  give  the  parentis 
some  conception  of  the  opportunities  presented  to  our  stu- 
dents in  the  way  of  extra-curricular  activities  because  of  this 
small  weekly  tax. 

Conclusion 

We  are  particularly  fortunate  in  having  a  community 
which  is  interested  in  its  schools  and  we  are  grateful  to  the 
many  citizens  who  have  contributed  to  make  our  school  year 
successful.  The  Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club  continued  its  cus- 
tom of  the  past  several  years  by  contributing  a  cup  at  gradua- 
tion, sweaters  at  the  baseball  banquet,  and  contributing  toward 
the  cost  of  one  bus  at  the  annual  State  College  Basketball 
Tournament.  Our  thanks  are  also  extended  to  the  Class  of  1913 
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for  the  gift  of  a  cup  presented  at  Commencement ;  to  the  Turn- 
ers Falls  Athletic  Club  for  its  splendid  spirit  in  presenting 
beautiful  jackets  to  the  seniors  of  the  football  team;  to  Chief 
of  Police  William  Callahan ;  to  the  Clarence  W.  Allen  Post  for 
its  assistance  in  collecting  tickets  at  our  football  games ;  to  the 
Esleeck  Manufacturing  Company  for  its  contribution  toward 
transportation  at  the  basketball  tournament  at  Amherst;  to 
Superintendent  of  Streets  John  Casey ;  to  Dennis  Shea ;  to  Wal- 
lace Marston  for  his  donation  of  two  gold  baseballs,  a  practice 
which  he  has  followed  for  many  years.  Finally  our  gratitude 
is  expressed  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  town  who  contributed 
toward  the  expenses  of  our  baseball  team  at  the  state  champ- 
ionship game  in  June. 

I  would  be  ungrateful,  indeed,  if  I  did  not  pay  tribute  to 
a  loyal  and  conscientious  staff  at  the  high  school.  These  men 
and  women  have  worked  conscientiously  and  well  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  boys  and  girls  as  well  as  contributing  much 
to  the  community  during  these  trying  days.  I  appreciate  your 
splendid  assistance  and  cooperation  which  has  been  given  free- 
ly at  all  times.  I  also  appreciate  the  fine  cooperation  of  the 
Montague  School  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  F.  WRIGHTSON, 

Principal. 
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REPOET  ON  HIGH  SCHOOL  ATHLETICS 

January  9,  1943 
Mr.   Arthur   E.   Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  for  your  approval  my  annual  report  of  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  coaches  of  the  four  major  sports  for  the  boys  of  the 
Turners  Falls  High  School.  The  sports  and  coach  of  each  are:  Fresh- 
man Football,  Charles  Galvinj  Basketball  and  Track,  Joseph  Sheff;  Base- 
ball and  Football,  Earl  Lorden.  George  Eichason  assisted  with  all  sports. 

The  football  team  played  an  eight  game  schedule  with  the  follow- 
ing results: 

T.  F.  H.  S 6  Adams      6 

T.  F.  H.  S 12  Technical    21 

T.  F.  H.  S 27  Drury  0 

T.  F.  H.  S 33  Trade     6 

T.  F.  H.  S 49  Athol    6 

T.  F.  H.  S 12  Gardner  6 

T.  F.  H.  S 26  Agawam    19 

T.  F.  H.  S 0  Greenfield 12 

165  76 

Eailroad   transportation   was   used   for   all   trips. 

The  Eeserves,  composed  chiefly  of  Sophomores,  played  a  limited 
schedule  of  four  games,  due  to  the  transportation  problem.  This  group 
was  well  instructed  by  George  Eichason,  up  to  the  time  of  his  departure 
for  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Harold  Pervere,  1934  captain,  did  good  work  with 
both  squads  for  a  few  weeks. 

Overcoming  many  problems,  our  usual  Freshman  squad  played  a 
schedule  of  five  games.  Coach  Galvin's  group  showed  steady  improve- 
ment and  were  very  well  drilled.  Games  were  won  from  Deerfield 
Academy  and  Greenfield  Junior  High,  while  losing  to  Deerfield  Acad- 
emy Juniors  twice  and  Mt.  Hermon  Juniors  once.  The  freshman  year  of 
football  is  very  valuable  to  our  future  Varsity  squads. 

The  entire  squad.  Varsity  and  Freshman,  totaled  fifty-five  (55) 
boys   and   was   fully   and   well   equipped. 

The  Annual  Football  Banquet  was  held  in  the  High  School  Cafeteria 
on  December  15th  and  was  dedicated  to  those  former  players  who  are 
now  in  the  armed  services.  A  grand  Turkey  dinner  was  served  by  the 
girls  of  the  Home  Economics  Department  under  the  able  supervision 
of  Miss  Alice  Eeum.  Letters  and  certificates  were  awarded  and  football 
movies  shown.  Mr.  Arthur  Burke  gave  an  instructive  talk  to  those 
present.  Members  of  the  Eotary  Club,  American  Legion  and  the  Turn- 
ers Falls  Athletic  Association  were  guests.  On  this  occasion  the 
T.  F.  A.  C.  presented  eleven  very  nice  woolen  jackets  to  the  senior 
players.  This  splendid  move  on  the  part  of  the  Club  came  as  a  real 
surprise  and  is   deeply  appreciated. 

The  Turners  Falls  High  School  basketball  team  enjoyed  a  success- 
ful year  during  1941-1942.  The  team  won  13  games  and  lost  9.  Games 
were  won  from  Sacred  Heart  2,  Athol  2,  Chicopee  2,  Orange,  Gardner, 
Deerfield,  M.S.C.   Frosh,  Holyoke,   Northampton  and   Greenfield.   Turners 
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finished  tied  for  third  place  in  the  Valley  League.  Adams  defeated  us 
in  the  M.S.C.  tournament.  The  second  team  won  15  and  lost  3.  Mr. 
Eichason  had  charge  of  the  Sophomores.  Mr.  Foley  had  charge  of  the 
Freshmen.  They  won  4  and  lost  6.  Mr.  Grogan  had  charge  of  the  Gram- 
mar School.   They  won  4   and  lost   3. 

The  1942  baseball  season  was  doubtless  the  best  in  recent  years. 
There  was  no  Valley  League,  due  to  the  failure  of  Chicopee  and  Holyoke 
to  go  through  with  the  League  schedule.  However,  we  played  a 
representative  schedule  of  fourteen  (14)  games  and  completed  an  unde- 
feated season.  Our  good  rivals  from  Greenfield  were  shut  out  in  three 
games  played.  Exceptionally  strong  pitching  by  Arthur  Burke,  Jr.  and 
Walter  Kostanski  featured.  Participating  in  the  Western  Mass.  Tourna- 
ment, Amherst,  West  Springfield  and  Classical  High  were  defeated  for 
the   Western  Mass.   Championship. 

On  June  19th  the  team  met  Arlington  High,  the  Eastern  champions 
at  Fenway  Park  in  Boston.  The  game  was  won,  5 — 4  thus  giving  Tur- 
ners Falls  High  School  the  State  Championship  for  the  first  time.  The 
generosity  and  whole-hearted  interest  of  the  townspeople  helped  to  make 
this  Boston  trip  possible. 

The  Annual  Rotary  Club  Baseball  Banquet  was  held  at  the  Ameri- 
can House.  The  Eotary  sweaters  were  presented  to  Arthur  Burke,  Jr. 
and  Walter  Kostanski  for  outstanding  work  during  the  season.  Letters 
and    certificates    were    presented    and    baseball   movies    shown. 

The  Annual  Marston  Awards,  two  fine  gold  baseballs,  were  won 
by  John  Togneri,  Jr.  and  Paul  Whiteman.  These  boys  have  been  the 
mainstays   on   the   team   for  the  past   two   years. 

Needless  to  say,  this  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  our  baseball  teams 
by  Mr.  Wallace  Marston  and  the  Eotary  Club  have  been  a  great  factor 
in  whatever  success  our  teams  have  had  and  we  sincerely  appreciate  this. 

On  June  25th,  a  testimonial  banquet  was  given  to  the  baseball  team 
by  the  Western  Massachusetts  Sportwriters  Association  at  the  American 
House.  Jack  Onslow,  major  league  player,  manager  and  scout  was  the 
chief  speaker.  On  this  occasion,  gold  baseballs  and  War  stamps  were 
presented  to  the  squad  from  interested  townspeople.  On  December  30th 
at  the  Hotel  Lenox  in  Boston,  the  baseball  team  was  the  guest  of  the 
Eastern  Massachusetts  Schoolboy  Sportwriters  Association's  annual  ban- 
quet   and    received    the    James    C.    O'Leary    Baseball    Trophy. 

The  Turners  Falls  High  School  track  team  participated  in  three 
meets  during  1942.  Turners  won  the  Western  Massachusetts  Cham- 
pionships Class  B  for  the  second  consecutive  year  with  62^  points. 
Turners  beat  Greenfield  at  the  Franklin  County  Fair  for  the  fifth  con- 
secutive year  by  the  score  59-36.  Turners  also  took  part  in  the  Inter- 
scholastic   Prep    School   Championships   at   Mt.   Hermon. 

Due  to  transportation  difficulties,  tennis  was  dropped  from  our  ath- 
letic activities. 

The  following  boys  have  been  awarded  letters  and  certificates  by 
the  Athletic  Association  during  the  school  year: 

Baseball 

Arthur  Burke,  Jr.  Theodore  Mucha 

John  Togneri,  Jr.  Eaymond   Zukowski 

Harvey   Welcome,   Jr.  Michael  Mileski 

Walter  Kostanski  Edward  Neipp 

Edward  Mleczko  George  Bush 

Francis  Bourdeau  William  Martin 

Paul  Whiteman  Kenneth   Hilliard 

.John  Bassett  John   O'Connell,   Manager 
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Football 


Foster   Hoff,   Co-Captain 
Edward  Cadran,  Co-Captain 
William   Aubrey 
Francis  Bourdeau 
Ferdinand  Engerman 
Walter  Kostanski 
William  Martin 
Henry  Novak 
Chester  Waryas 
William  Treml 
Varick  Smith 
Edward  Banash 
Brian  Jacobus 


Marcel  Bonnette 

Joel  Lorden 

Eichard  Guy 

Eichard  Webber 

Philip  Eoth 

Joseph  Wiacek 

Edward  Martin 

John  Banash 

Leo   Mann 

Edward  Woodin 

Cyril   Desautels 

John  Bassett 

Eobevt  Lemaire,  Manager 


Basketball 


Harvey   Welcome 
Arthur   Burke,   Jr. 
Edward  Mleczko 
Eaymond   Zukowski 
Charles   Milkey 


Walter  Kostanski 
Francis  Bourdeau 
Theodore   Mucha 
Eoland  Brunelle 
Leonard  Bourbeau 


John   Togneri,   Manager 


Track 


Charles  Milkey,   Captain 
Theodore  Martin 
Harvey  Welcome 
Foster  Hoff 
Dominic   Bakula 
Eoland  Brunelle 
Edward   Noga 
Chester  Schab 
Eichard  Neilson 


Walter  Kulesa 
Walter  Kostanski 
Francis  Bourdeau 
Theodore  Mucha 
Eobert  Godin 
Bernard  Bourdeau 
Steven  Garanin 
Ealph  Brantner 
Martin  Luippold 


In  behalf  of  all  our  athletic  teams  and  coaches,  may  I  express 
sincere  appreciation  to  Dr.  Kenneth  Jacobus  for  his  continued  interest 
and  advice  throughout  the  year.  Also  to  the  members  of  the  American 
Legion  who  rendered  valuable  service  at  our  home  football  games, 
we  extend  our  thanks.  Principal  Wrightson  and  the  entire  faculty  have 
aided  our  teams  in  a  great  many  ways. 

May  I  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  you,  Mr.  Burke,  for  your 
cooperation,  counsel  and  real  interest  in  all  branches  of  the  boys'  ath- 
letics. I  know  I  also  express  the  appreciation  of  the  other  members  of 
the    coaching   staff. 

Eespectfully   submitted, 

EAEL  E.  LOEDBN. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Turners   Falls,   Mass. 

January  8,  1942 
Mr.   Arthur   E.   Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

My  dear  Mr.  Burke: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Supervisor  of  Physical 
Education   of   the    schools   of   the    Town    of   Montague. 

From  the  primaxy  grades  through  high  school  I  stressed  the  need 
of  good  posture  which  is  the  natural  outcome  of  good  physical  develop- 
ment. It  is  especially  appropriate  at  this  time  in  order  to  work  up  to  a 
physical  fitness  program.  The  children,  from  the  fourth  grades  through 
the  sixth  grades,  who  received  100%  in  the  triple  posture  test  which  is 
given  every  two  months,  received  posture  pins.  There  were  267  of  these 
pins   awarded. 

In  the  primary  grades  I  encourage  the  playing  of  games  as  it  helps 
to  develop  the  timid,  selfish  and  unappreciated  child.  The  timid  child 
learns  to  take  his  place  with  the  others,  the  selfish  child  learns  not  to 
monopolize  opportunities  and  the  unappreciated  child  gains  self-respect 
and  the  respect  of  others  through  some  particular  skill  that  makes  him  a 
desired  partner. 

In  May  I  taught  the  grammar  school  children  dancing  in  prepara- 
tion for  their  June  social.  Dancing  helps  to  develop  piaise  and  grace  in 
children  of  that  age. 

In  February  the  high  school  girls  played  inter-class  basketball. 
The  Senior  Class  girls  were  the  winners.  Class  basketball  numerals  were 
awarded   to   the   following: 

Peggy   Kelleher  Betty   McLaughlin 

Laura  Descoteaux  Elaine  Neveu 

Elaine  Daignault  Margaret  Zamojski 

Betty  Felton  Emelia  Cislo 

Elaine   Eyan 

The  Girls'^  Varsity  Basketball  Team  played  nine  games,  winning 
six  and  losing  three.  The  following  girls  won  their  letter: 

Laura   Descoteaux    (Capt.)  Betty  Felton 

Phyllis   Schneider  Irene  Maziarz 

Betty   McLaughlin  Elaine  Neveu 

Emelia   Cislo  Elaine  Eyan 

Mary  Care  Phyllis  James 

Margaret  Zamojski  Dorothy  Krynzle 
Bertha  Welcome   (Mgr.) 

In  March  the  girls'  Tumbling  Team  tumbled  at  the  Massachusetts 
State  College  Basketball  Tournament  at  Amherst.  They  also  performed 
at  the  Varsity  Show  and  Field  Day.  The  following  girls  won  their  letter: 

Mary  Care  Theresa   Allen 

Harriet   Carlisle  Claire   Thomas 

Virginia   Geraghty  Claire  Mercier 
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Elaine    Ryan  Margaret  Merriott 

Bernice  Dubriel  Phyllis  Campbell 

Jeannette  Dion  Mildred  Kurtyka 

Jane   Dresser  Alice  Pervere 

Margaret    Eichardsou  Mildred  Gemon 

Laura    Descoteaux  Phyllis  James 

The  Annual  Field  Days  were  held  at  Montague  Centre  on  May  22, 
at  Millers  Falls  on  May  25  and  at  Turners  Falls  on  May  27.  Montague 
City   joined   with   Turners   Falls. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Burke,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
to  you,  to  Mr.  Wrightson  and  to  all  the  grade  teachers  for  the  interest 
and   splendid   cooperation   extended   to   me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.)  HELEN  C.  REIDY, 

Shpervisor  of  Physical  Education. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 

January   7,   1943 
Mr.   Arthur   E.    Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  yearly  report  as  School  Nurse  for  the  year 
1942. 

At  the  beginning  of  a  new  year  we  retrace  in  our  mind's  eye  the 
work  of  the  past  year  and  the  results  of  this  work.  This  is  especially 
so  in  health  work.  The  schools  of  Montague  have  always  stressed  health 
education.  Having  been  your  school  nurse  a  number  of  years,  I  can  see 
that  this  health  education  of  the  school  child  has  borne  results  in  a 
higher  standard  of  living  in  the  homes.  Children  take  the  health  teach- 
ing to  the  homes.  Parents  have  told  me  this  so  many  times.  Health 
training  in  the  classrooms  is  invaluable. 

We  are  especially  fortunate  in  our  health  measures.  The  average 
teacher  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  individual  child  in  her  room.  The 
School  Nurse  goes  into  every  classroom  at  least  once  a  week.  The 
teacher  will  then  speak  of  Johnny  or  Mary,  who  are  not  doing  so  well 
in  their  studies.  Can  the  nurse  solve  the  Problem?  Is  Mary  getting 
enough  sleep  and  rest?  What  kind  of  food  does  Mary  have?  Apparently 
Mary  is  deaf  and  cannot  hear  what  is  said  to  her.  Perhaps  she  has  very 
bad  teeth  and  should  go  to  the  dentist.  So,  how  Mary  lives  from  day  to 
day  tells  the  story  on  her  school  report. 

The  nurse  must  know  and  understand  the  personality,  the  back- 
ground and  the  environment  of  every  child.  I  am  submitting  statistics 
of  visits  made  to  the  homes  but  figures  after  all  do  not  tell  the  entire 
story.  Visits  to  homes  mean  little  or  nothing  unless  the  nurse  can  give 
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indirectly  some  health  education.  Visits  to  health  meetings  and  con- 
ventions should  and  do  mean  that  she  brings  back  material  and  ideas 
that  she  can  fit  into  the  health  program  of  the  school. 

During  this  period  we  are  now  going  through  money  is  more  plenti- 
ful for  there  are  very  few  parents  who  are  not  employed.  This  means 
that  children  are  better  nourished  in  every  way  and  that  the  average 
child  is  having  physical  defects  corrected  when  it  is  possible,  such  as- 
carious  teeth,  tonsilectomies,  poor  vision  corrected  by  glasses,  etc. 
These  same   corrections  will  result  in  a  better  school  report  card. 

The  three  school  physicians,  Dr.  Jacobus,  Dr.  Molotchick  and  Dr.. 
Thomas,  gave  each  pupil  a  physical  examination.  A  report  of  the- 
physical  defects  of  the   children  was  sent  to   the   parents   or  guardians. 

Mrs.  Gillett,  teacher  of  lip  reading,  the  nurse  from  the  State  De- 
partment of  Health,  Miss  Lewis,  and  I  tested  the  pupils'  hearing  with 
the  audiometer.  This  machine  gives  a  scientific  test  indicating  the- 
range  of  the  hearing  loss  of  the  child.  So  many  of  our  hard  of  hearing 
children  have  been  repeating  their  grades,  not  because  they  were  dull 
but  because  they  missed  so  much  of  what  the  teacher  said.  Now  the 
hard  of  hearing  child  has  the  great  advantage  of  learning  to  read  the 
lips.  We  are  fortunate  to  be  able  to  have  the  valuable  services  of  Mrs. 
Gillett. 

Last  summer  twenty-three  children  spent  two  weeks  to  a  month  in 
the  Health  Camp,  Eotary  Camp  or  Nathan  Hale  Camp.  This  group  of 
boys  and  girls  were  chosen  to  go  to  camp,  not  because  they  wanted  a 
good  vacation,  but  for  some   definite   reason  of  health. 

Next  to  the  actual  winning  of  the  war,  the  care  of  the  children  is^ 
the  greatest  service  to  which  we  as  a  nation  can  give  our  attention. 

Each  period  of  time  brings  its  own  health  problems.  The  depression 
period  affected  indirectly  the  children's  general  health.  Money  not  being 
too  plentiful  very  few  physical  defects  were  corrected.  The  period  we 
are  now  going  through,  with  many  mothers  working  in  defense  plants 
and  little  children  without  close  supervision  in  the  homes,  may  indirectly 
be  the  cause  of  juvenile  delinquency.  Being  a  mother  is  a  full  time  job. 

The  figures  on  the  contagious  diseases  are  very  small  compared  with 
those  of  other  towns  of  our  size.  We  must  not  rest  content  even  with 
the  small  number  but  each  and  every  one  should  do  his  best  to  eradicate- 
all  contagious  diseases  because  of  the  bad  after  effects. 

I  wish  to  thank  one  and  all  who  have  cooperated  with  me  in  my 
work  and  extend  my  sincere  appreciation. 

Number   of  Visits  to   Homes   274 

Number   of   Office   Visits   68" 

Number   of   Lectures   and   Clinics   Attended    14 

Number  of  Visits  by  State   Nurses  and   Other  Agencies   20' 

Contagious   Diseases: 

Mumps      96' 

Whooping   Cough 4 

Chicken    Pox 4 

Scarlet    Fever     ....,: 8 

Scabies      2 

Impetigo       6- 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN   MACCABE. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 

Mr.  Arthur  E.   Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  School  Physician  for  Precinct  1  for 
the  school  year  beginning  September,  1942: 

The  physical  examinations  of  the  general  student  body  and  the 
usual  separate  examinations  of  those  engaged  in  special  sports  activities 
were  completed  early.  Analysis  of  the  information  derived  from  these 
physical  surveys  showed  a  satisfactory  maintenance  of  health  standards. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  (8)  of  Scarlet  Fever,  most  of  the 
contagious  exanthematous  diseases  were  of  a  mild  type.  The  highest 
percentage  of  absences  resulted  from  a  large  number  of  cases  of  Mumps, 
and  the  usual  colds  and  grippe. 

Consideration  of  the  physical  defects  noted  showed  teeth  and  eye 
conditions  predominant,  with  throat  pathology  ranking  next. 

Football  injuries  were  of  an  essentially  minor  nature,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  in  which  cases,  recovery  was  complete. 

I  wish  to  thank  Miss  Maccabe  and  all  those  who  have  assisted  me 
in  this  work. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

KENNETH  W.  B.  JACOBUS,  M.D. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 

Mr.   Arthur   E.   Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

The  pupils  of  the  Highland  School,  Precinct  2,  were  examined 
September  14,  1942. 

The  most  common  condition  found  present  was  dental  caries.  The 
parents  of  the  children  were  notified  and  were  advised  to  remedy  such 
conditions. 

Weekly  visits  are  made  at  the  beginning  of  each  week  by  myself 
and  at  the  end  of  each  week  by  Miss  Susan  Maccabe,  E.N.  This  system 
of  visitation  by  both  Miss  Maccabe  and  myself  at  different  times  is 
proving  very  satisfactory. 

Eecords  are  being  kept  at  my  office  as  to  the  pupils  seen  by  the 
medical  staff  and  reports  are  being  sent  to  your  office  monthly. 

On  the  whole,  the  general  health  of  the  pupils  is  good  and  I  hope 
we  may  keep  it  so. 

Eespectfully   submitted, 

M.  B.   MOLOTCHICK,  M.D. 


January  2,  1943 
Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Montague  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

Following  is  my  report  as  School  Physician  at  the  Montague  Centre 
School: 

The  condition  of  the  children's  health  was  excellent.  As  is  usual  in 
school  examinations,  many  minor  defects  were  found.  In  many  cases 
several  defects  were  found  in  the  same  child.  All  of  these,  fortunately, 
were  correctable. 

In  reviewing  previous  records  it  is  also  gratifying  to  note  that  no 
defects  existed  in  many  cases  where  there  have  been  defects  previously. 
The  parents  have  taken  steps  to  remedy  troubles  noted  at  previous  ex- 
aminations. It  is  interesting  to  note,  as  I  did  last  year  as  School 
Physician  in  Millers  Falls,  that  the  older  children  in  the  upper  grades 
were  better  physically  than  those  in  the  first  and  second  grades.  The 
conclusion  drawn  is  that  the  student  becomes  more  aware  of  health  and 
is  encouraged  to  improve  it  after  he  comes  under  the  influence  of  the 
school  system  and  the  school  nurse. 

I  wish  to  thank  Miss  Susan  Maccabe  for  her  capable  handling  of 
the  children  and  her  assistance  in  helping  me  with  my  school  visits. 

Sincerely  yours, 

WAEEEN  D.   THOMAS,  M.D. 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES  OF  THE  CLASS  OP  1942 

TURNERS  FALLS   HIGH   SCHOOL  AUDITORIUM 
Thursday,  June  11,   1942 


P  E  0  G  E  A  M 

PEOCESSIONAL: 

March  from  Suite  1  Lachner 

Kigh  School  Orchestra 

HONOE   ESSAY: 

Fanatics   for   Good   Barbara   Treml 

HONOE  ESSAY: 

Fanatics  for  Evil  Walter  Kulesa 

OECHESTEA   SELECTION: 

Idyll Friml 

High  School  Orchestra 

COMMENCEMENT   ADDEESS: 

Hugh    P.    Baker,    President    of    Massachusetts    State    College 
"America   Finds   the   Way" 

PEESENTATION   OF  DIPLOMAS: 

Arthur    E.    Burke,    Superintendent    of    Schools 

PEESENTATION  OF  AWAEDS: 

Eensselaer   Polytechnic   Institute   Medal 
Washington  and  Franklin  Medal 
Becker  College  Medal 
Turners   Falls   Eotary    Club    Award 
Class  of  1913  Award 

Principal   George  F.    Wrightson 

SINGING  OF  CLASS  SONG:   Class  of  1942 

SINGING  OF  ALMA  MATEE  SONG:  Student  Body 

EECESSIONAL: 

Pomp   and  Circumstance   Elgar 

High  School  Orchestra 

CLASS    MOTTO:    "Faith   and    Courage" 
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LIST  OF  GRADUATES 


Class  of  1942 


Lois  Simons  Bean 

Marion   Simons  Bean 

Ernestine  Adeline  Berthiaume 

Arlene  Marion  Blake 

Emile  Carl  Bocon 

Kathleen   Mary  Bowen 

Eussell  John   Buekmaster 
t" Arthur  Edmund   Burke,   Jr. 
*Mary  Gertrude  Burnaw 

Ellen    Minerva    Burnham 

Harriette    Virginia    Carlisle 

Eita  Louise  Chagnon 
*Emelia  Caroline  Cislo 

Leslie  A.   Cronin 

Stella   Mary   Czernich 
*Edwin   Edward   Czuj 

Elaine   Barbara   Daignault 

Laura  Mary  Darash 

Sophie   Ellen  Demo 

Laura  Descoteaux 

John  Joseph   Drago 

Modesta  Lena  Engerman 

Elizabeth  Ann  Felton 

Edgar  Joseph  Gagne 

Irene  Blanche   Gamelin 

Alberta    Girard 

Ernestine  Ann  Girard 

Joseph   Theodore   Golonka 

Herbert   E.   Greuling,   Jr. 

Paul  George  Grogan 

Rita   Estelle    Grogan 

Elizabeth  Hardy 

Virginia  Mary  Hastings 
*Philip   Henderson   Hoff 

Barbara   Elizabeth   Holbrook 

Dorothy  Mae   Jennis 
"Margaret    Marie    Kelleher 

Eose   Elaine   Killelea 

Karl   Frederick    Koch,    Jr. 

Walter  Frank  Kruczek 


Turners  Falls  High  School 

John   Michael  Kuczek,   Jr. 
'Sophie  J.   Kulch 
''■••Walter  Edward  Kulesa 
Mildred  Helen  Kurtyka 
Charles  Joseph  LaFrance 
Julia  Marion  Leskiewicz 
Erwin   J.   Luippold 
Elliot  Eowe   Lyman 
Theodore  Michael  Martin 

*Edwin  Laurence  Marvel 
Flloyd   Eobert   Maynard 
Claire   Patricia  McLaughlin 
Elizabeth   Mae   McLaughlin 
Helen  Mary  Anne  Merritt 
Michael    Joseph    Mileski 

'•"Marion  Patience  Milkey 
Katherine  Mable  Milonas 

*Edward   Joseph    Mleczko 

*Edmund  Francis  Molongoski 
Marjorie  Jeanne   Nadeau 

*Elaine  Claire  Neveu 

"'■'Albina  Anna  Noga 
Edward  Charles  Noga 
Josephine  Dorothy  Oleksiewicz 

•'Elsie  Ostrowsky 
David  Edward  Page 
Eobert  Harry  Parenteau 
June  Mary  Paulin 

*Lilla   Douglas   Pfersick 
Euth   Lorintha  Pierce 
Esther   Lillian   Rau 

■••'Marion  June   Eau 
Margaret   Howe  Eichardsoi 
Harold   Frederick   Eivet 
Blaine  Margaret  Mary  Eyan 
Michael    Casper   Schab 
§ 'Elizabeth  Davis  Schneider 

*Lenora   Shanahan 

*Eobert  McConnell  Shea 
Margaret  Mary  Shulda 


*Member  of  Pro  Merito  Society 
**Honor  Essayists 
tWinner  of  Eotary  Club  Award 
^Honorary  Membership  Woman's  Club 
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Helen  Carolyn  Slowikowski 
*Jean   Chester   Smith 

Stuart  Lindley  Smtih 

Adeline  Mary  Sojka 

Eleanor  Ann  Sojka 

Alice   S«kolowski 

Edith  Eose  Sokoloski 
*Edward  Solomon 
*Virginia   Elizabeth   Stoughton 

Edward  Julian  Strysko 

Shirley  Marie  Suhl 

Euth  Elaine  Sullivan 


Julia  Joanna  Szenher 
jJohn   Peter   Togneri,  Jr. 
§"*Barbara  Ellen  Treml 
Wanda  S.  Walichowski 
Henry   Anthony  Wasileski 
Harvey   Eeine   Welcome,    Jr. 
Irene  Mary  Welsh 
fPaul  Wallace  Whiteman 
"Helen  Elizabeth   Wysk 
Joseph  Andrew  Yablonsky 
Margaret  Ann  Zamojski 
Charles   Peter   Zayac 


*Member   Pro    Merito    Society 
**Honor  Essayists 

^Honorary  Membership  Woman's  Club 
fWinner  of  Marston  Award 
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